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Thusandi phoned Colonel Tun Oung and requested permission to send
clothing and correspondence to her husband; the colonel offered to forward
them for her. Thusandi wanted the Burmese Army publicly to accept
responsibility for holding her husband captive, so she considered the
colonel's offer to be a good sign. . . .Then she drove again to Kyaukme, ...
Thusandi felt confident that she would soon receive mail from Sao through
official channels. (Sargent, 1994, p. 160)
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Thusandi wrote a letter explaining the true circumstances of the arrest and,
through messengers, sent copies to all major Burmese newspapers. Then
she waited and hoped that at least one paper would have the courage to

print the true story.
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A week later, Kawlin came into the study, triumphantly holding up the
newspaper Myanmar Alin. ...
Thusandi beamed as she read the front-page article, which gave the
correct version of Sao's arrest in Taunggyi and quoted her as the source for
the information. (Sargent, 1994, p. 171)
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URT2INTIW (Sargent, 1994, p. 175)
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Toel I::J:@ﬂu Twilight Over Burma

Source: Twilight over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess by Inge Sargent,

1994, p. 174.
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The Military Regime in Burma has never acknowledged its responsibility for
the disappearance from custody of Sao Kya Seng more than thirty years ago.

Continuous efforts by the author to hold the government of Burma

accountable failed. Repeated inquiries into the fate of the Prince of Hsipaw

by the governments of Austria, Great Britain, and the United States were met
with silence. The United Nations, the International Red Cross, the

International Court of Justice, Amnesty International, and other international

organizations have been unable to provide assistance to the author in her

search for Sao Kya Seng. (Sargent, 1994, p. 214)
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But what about the succession if it's a girl? She thought, with concern,
about the universal expectation that men of power produce male heirs.

What about it? Sao mused. There is no reason why my daughter couldn't
become the next ruler of Hsipaw. | believe that girls are as capable as boys.
So does our neighbor, the Prince of Mongyai. He has already proclaimed
that the eldest of his eight daughters shall succeed him. (Sargent, 1994,
p. 90)
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When she tried it on, however, Thusandi panicked. Moei, | can't move. |
can't walk in this tight thamein with its train.
Of course you can, Royal Mother, it just takes a little practice, her maid
Moei said cheerfully as she demonstrated the tiny steps that Thusandi had
to master. All the former Mahadevis of Hsipaw and all Burmese queens had
to function when they wore these court dresses, Moei added.
| can't see how they could have done much of anything in these confining
costumes except sit around, Thusandi said as she attempted to sit down

gracefully. When she heard and felt her thamein ripping, she recognized the

difficulty of this otherwise simple function as well. But Moei took charge and
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arranged for the dressmakers to sew seams that could withstand an active
woman from the West who had not yet mastered the catlike movements of
her Shan peers. . . . (Sargent, 1994, p. 77)
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AINUNUNLALGNNIY Laziign “Now a woman fate was an easy matter. Sao could recite a
woman’s destiny in a few words: the aristocratic Hsenwi women married well and had
children.” (Elliot, 2006 , p. 29)
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Daw Nyunt May took over most of the mothering. Sao didn’'t mind. ...
part of it has to do with her high position and part of it perhaps, with her self
imposed social isolation from the other wives of the prince. Wile other play
with children, Sao buried herself in the office or stayed at her apartment.
She enjoyed her children in her own way, from a distance. (Elliot, 2006,
b. 109)
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Back home. she pleaded with her brother to at least stay in the school long

enough to write the Seventh Standard exam. Prince Hom Hpa didn’t see

the point. Sao had been a top student always placing first in her class.

The prince argued that the girls knew enough to get along in society.
They could do housework and tell the kitchen boys how to prepare an
English dinner table. It was more than enough to ensure high status in a
marriage. (Elliot, 2006, p. 71)
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Inwardly, though, Sao was furious with the youngsters. How could they
be so ungrateful, these youths who would be ignorance farmers without
the Saopha’s education allowance?
They think themselves clever but they can’t see the Japanese maters
pulling their strings. (Elliot, 2006, p. 133)
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... Tzang looked towards the gate. At that moment, the army opened fire
General Newins regime was only a few month old, and already Tzang faced his
second barrack of gunfire...
Tzang waited in the ditch, listening to the bullets whiz overhead. When the
second volley ended, he, too ran. It was a terrifying scramble. He tripped over a
body, grabbed a fallen red flag of the Student Union, and stumble forward just as
a third volley of shots fill the air.
The next morning Tzang awoke at his step-brother’s house to the sound of ex
explodng dynamite charge. It was the Student Union’s building being leveled by
the army. (Elliot, 2006, pp. 312-313)
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