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Since 1995 the Thai constitution extends political voting right to youth as young as 18. A
number of studies suggested that many Thai youths have littte understanding of, do not pay
much attention to and have a rather low level of awareness of political matters resulting in poor
voting decision.  This research, research, therefore, aims at studying study criteria and
information sources that young voters rely on when they make voting decisions. It also examines
whether the their decision making follows the central or the peripheral routes and study their
satisfaction of the information sources. In addition, the research examines how sex, age,
educational institution category, their past voting experience and their political knowledge voting
decision related behavior.

Data were collected by a survey method of university students in Bangkok aged 18-21
years with prior voting experience. _

Results indicate that Thai youths make their voting decision by considering political
ethical criteria and candidates’ potential as leaders. They rely on other people and mass media
as their major information sources over the Internet media and specialized media. Results also
indicate that factors related to the use of decision criteria are gender and educational institution
category. Factor«s‘ related to the use of information sources are gender, age and educational
institution category and factors that are related to their satisfaction with the information sources
are age, educational institution category and political knowledge.

Results also indicate that young voters accept persuasive information through the
peripheral route more often than the central route. Factors related to the persuasive route

include educational institution category, prior voting experience and political knowledge.





