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MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 
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1. The multilateral trading system embodied in the World Trade Organization has 
contributed significantly to economic growth, development and employment throughout the 
past fifty years.  We are determined, particularly in the light of the global economic 
slowdown, to maintain the process of reform and liberalization of trade policies, thus ensuring 
that the system plays its full part in promoting recovery, growth and development.  We 
therefore strongly reaffirm the principles and objectives set out in the Marrakesh Agreement 
Establishing the World Trade Organization, and pledge to reject the use of protectionism. 
 
2. International trade can play a major role in the promotion of economic development 
and the alleviation of poverty.  We recognize the need for all our peoples to benefit from the 
increased opportunities and welfare gains that the multilateral trading system generates.  The 
majority of WTO Members are developing countries.  We seek to place their needs and 
interests at the heart of the Work Programme adopted in this Declaration.  Recalling the 
Preamble to the Marrakesh Agreement, we shall continue to make positive efforts designed to 
ensure that developing countries, and especially the least-developed among them, secure a 
share in the growth of world trade commensurate with the needs of their economic 
development.  In this context, enhanced market access, balanced rules, and well targeted, 
sustainably financed technical assistance and capacity-building programmes have important 
roles to play. 
 
3. We recognize the particular vulnerability of the least-developed countries and the 
special structural difficulties they face in the global economy.  We are committed to 
addressing the marginalization of least-developed countries in international trade and to 
improving their effective participation in the multilateral trading system.  We recall the 
commitments made by Ministers at our meetings in Marrakesh, Singapore and Geneva, and 
by the international community at the Third UN Conference on Least-Developed Countries in 
Brussels, to help least-developed countries secure beneficial and meaningful integration into 
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the multilateral trading system and the global economy.  We are determined that the WTO 
will play its part in building effectively on these commitments under the Work Programme 
we are establishing. 
 
4. We stress our commitment to the WTO as the unique forum for global trade rule-
making and liberalization, while also recognizing that regional trade agreements can play an 
important role in promoting the liberalization and expansion of trade and in fostering 
development. 
 
5. We are aware that the challenges Members face in a rapidly changing international 
environment cannot be addressed through measures taken in the trade field alone.  We shall 
continue to work with the Bretton Woods institutions for greater coherence in global 
economic policy-making. 
 
6. We strongly reaffirm our commitment to the objective of sustainable development, as 
stated in the Preamble to the Marrakesh Agreement.  We are convinced that the aims of 
upholding and safeguarding an open and non-discriminatory multilateral trading system, and 
acting for the protection of the environment and the promotion of sustainable development 
can and must be mutually supportive.   We take note of the efforts by Members to conduct 
national environmental assessments of trade policies on a voluntary basis.  We recognize that 
under WTO rules no country should be prevented from taking measures for the protection of 
human, animal or plant life or health, or of the environment at the levels it considers 
appropriate, subject to the requirement that they are not applied in a manner which would 
constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination between countries where the 
same conditions prevail, or a disguised restriction on international trade, and are otherwise in 
accordance with the provisions of the WTO Agreements.  We welcome the WTO´s continued 
cooperation with UNEP and other inter-governmental environmental organizations.  We 
encourage efforts to promote cooperation between the WTO and relevant international 
environmental and developmental organizations, especially in the lead-up to the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development to be held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in September 
2002. 
 
7. We reaffirm the right of Members under the General Agreement on Trade in Services 
to regulate, and to introduce new regulations on, the supply of services. 
 
8. We reaffirm our declaration made at the Singapore Ministerial Conference regarding 
internationally recognized core labour standards.  We take note of work under way in the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) on the social dimension of globalization. 
 
9. We note with particular satisfaction that this Conference has completed the WTO 
accession procedures for China and Chinese Taipei.  We also welcome the accession as new 
Members, since our last Session, of Albania, Croatia, Georgia, Jordan, Lithuania, Moldova 
and Oman, and note the extensive market-access commitments already made by these 
countries on accession.  These accessions will greatly strengthen the multilateral trading 
system, as will those of the 28 countries now negotiating their accession.  We therefore attach 
great importance to concluding accession proceedings as quickly as possible.  In particular, 
we are committed to accelerating the accession of least-developed countries. 
 
10. Recognizing the challenges posed by an expanding WTO membership, we confirm 
our collective responsibility to ensure internal transparency and the effective participation of 
all Members.  While emphasizing the intergovernmental character of the organization, we are 
committed to making the WTO’s operations more transparent, including through more 
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effective and prompt dissemination of information, and to improve dialogue with the public.  
We shall therefore at the national and multilateral levels continue to promote a better public 
understanding of the WTO and to communicate the benefits of a liberal, rules-based 
multilateral trading system. 
 
11. In view of these considerations, we hereby agree to undertake the broad and balanced 
Work Programme set out below.  This incorporates both an expanded negotiating agenda and 
other important decisions and activities necessary to address the challenges facing the 
multilateral trading system. 
 
 
WORK PROGRAMME 
 
… 
 
TRADE-RELATED ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
 
17. We stress the importance we attach to implementation and interpretation of the 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) in a 
manner supportive of public health, by promoting both access to existing medicines and 
research and development into new medicines and, in this connection, are adopting a separate 
Declaration. 
 
18. With a view to completing the work started in the Council for Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (Council for TRIPS) on the implementation of Article 23.4, we 
agree to negotiate the establishment of a multilateral system of notification and registration of 
geographical indications for wines and spirits by the Fifth Session of the Ministerial 
Conference.  We note that issues related to the extension of the protection of geographical 
indications provided for in Article 23 to products other than wines and spirits will be 
addressed in the Council for TRIPS pursuant to paragraph 12 of this Declaration. 
 
19. We instruct the Council for TRIPS, in pursuing its work programme including under 
the review of Article 27.3(b), the review of the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement 
under Article 71.1 and the work foreseen pursuant to paragraph 12 of this Declaration, to 
examine, inter alia, the relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the protection of traditional knowledge and folklore, and other relevant 
new developments raised by Members pursuant to Article 71.1.  In undertaking this work, the 
TRIPS Council shall be guided by the objectives and principles set out in Articles 7 and 8 of 
the TRIPS Agreement and shall take fully into account the development dimension. 
 
 

_________ 
 

 

(Excerpted and obtained from: http://docsonline.wto.org) 

 


