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Abstract

The objectives of the study of assessing the tourism potential of Chai Nat, Sing
Buri, Sa Kaeo and Samut Sakhon, in the central region of Thailand are:

1) to examine and analyze strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of
the tourism in Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Sa Kaeo and Samut Sakhon

2) to analyze and assess the potential of tourism products of Chai Nat, Sing
Buri, Sa Kaeo and Samut Sakhon according to the concept of sustainable tourism -

3) to rank the potential of tourism products of Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Sa Kaeo and
Samut Sakhon

4) to propose the approach of development of the potential of tourism
products of Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Sa Kaeo and Samut Sakhon for creating sustainability by
using the assessment approach from the assessment model that is developed from
the manual of development and assessment in tourism which is written by office of
tourism development and ministry of tourism and sports, that divides the potential
into three aspects: the potential of tourism attraction, the potential of tourism support
and the potential of tourism site administration. The assessment would be conducted
together among expert, academy and provincial accessory like academician,
entrepreneur, guide, community, provincial government sector, etc.

The result of the assessment of the tourism potential of Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Sa
Kaeo and Samut Sakhon, in the central region of Thailand found that all four provinces
have socio-cultural context and similar way of life and the result also shown the
outstanding result of the assessment of the tourism potential.

However, it found that Chai Nat has the potential of tourism products and
tourism site in the middle level while, socio-cultural aspect is in the highest level. The
overall picture of the two highest potential of tourism sites are 1) the Chai Nat bird
park that can link with the activity in the Chai Nat straw bird fair and 2) Wat Pak Klong
Makham Tao.

Sing Buri has the highest potential of tourism products and the potential of

tourism site is in the middle level while, the socio-cultural potential contains the



highest score. The overall picture of the two highest potential of tourism sites are Wat
Phra Non Chaksi and Wat Phikul Thong. Sa Kaeo has the potential of tourism products
and tourism site in the middle level while, socio-cultural aspect is in the highest level.
The overall picture of the two highest potential of tourism sites are 1) Pang Sida/Ta
Phraya National Park and 2) Kasorn Kasiwit School/ Pithee Su Kwan Khwai. Samut
Sakhon has the overall potential of tourism products in the high level and the
potential of tourism site is in the middle level while, the socio-cultural potential
contains the highest score. The overall picture of the two highest potential of tourism
sites are 1) Don Kai Dee Bebjarong Village and 2) Phanthai Norasing Shrine that can link
with the activity of Phanthai Norasing Commemoration Day

According to the result of the assessment of the tourism potential of Chai Nat,
Sing Buri, Sa Kaeo and Samut Sakhon, it shows that all of them have the highest score
of the potential in of socio-cultural aspect. Therefore, the development of potential of
these four provinces is supposed to focus on the socio-cultural tourism like historical
tourism, the significance of religion, temple, architecture or the construction that
reflects the faith of people including traditional culture, manner and way of life. These
can create and develop to be tourism especially focusing on the tourism that the
tourist and local people have participation in the way of eco-tourism that can links to
the tourism sites of each province.

The development of tourism potential can be sustainable and generate value-
added by the existing tourism and the responsible parties for tourism in every groups
must use the strength of that point to develop for creating tourism that blends in with
the way of life and community. Moreover, the tourism administration shouldn’t change
too much the way of life of local people. Whereas the tourist should have activity and
tourism in the way of learning and living together with the blend of the local
community’s way of life. The tourism administration shouldn’t focus on responding
the market demand of tourist that minimizes the significance of other aspects as eco-
tourism is suitable for all four provinces’ socio-cultural contexts. Additionally, if there
are the pattern and procedure of the development of tourism potential that are
apprcpriate and align with the local community’s way of life, it will create the

poteritial and sustainable tourism in the long-run.



