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Title 17-A MAINE CRIMINAL CODE 

 

Part 2: Substantive Offenses 

 

Chapter 21: Offenses Against Public Order 

 

Section 507. Desecration and defacement 

 

 1. A person is guilty of desecration and defacement if he intentionally 

desecrates any public monument or structure, any place of worship or burial, or any 

private structure not owned by him. 

 2. As used in this section, “desecrate” means marring, defacing, damaging or 

otherwise physically mistreating, in a way that will outrage the sensibilities of an ordinary 

person likely to observe or discover the actions. 

 3. Desecration is a Class D crime. 

 

Section 507-A Interference with cemetery or burial ground 

 

 1. No person may intentionally or knowingly destroy, mutilate, deface, injure 

or remove any tomb, monument, gravestone, marker or other structure placed or 

designed as a memorial for the dead, or any portion or fragment of any such memorial, 

or any fence, railing, curb or other enclosure for the burial of the dead. 

 2. Subsection 1 does not apply to any person: 

 A. Who performs an act as authorized under Title 13, section 1371; or 

 B. Who meets the requirements governing eminent domain as established by 

state or federal law. 

 3. Any person who violates subsection 1 commits a Class D crime. 
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Section 507-B Illegal possession or sale of gravestones 

 

 1. No person may possess, sell, attempt to sell, offer for sale, transfer or 

dispose of any tomb, monument, gravestone, marker or other structure placed or 

designed as a memorial for the dead, or any portion or fragment of any such memorial, 

knowing or having reasonable cause to know that it has been illegally removed from a 

cemetery or burial ground. 

 2. Any person who violates subsection 1 commits a Class C crime. 

 3. Any person who violates subsection 1 is liable to the following for triple 

damages to be recovered in a civil action: 

 A. The municipality or, in the case of unorganized territory, the county in 

which the cemetery or burial ground is located; 

 B. A cemetery association authorized to bring suit and recover damages by 

the municipality or, in the case of unorganized territory, the county in which the cemetery 

or burial ground is located; or 

 C. A historical society authorized to bring suit and recover damages by the 

municipality or, in the case of unorganized territory, the county in which the cemetery or 

burial ground is located. 

 

Section 508 Abuse of corpse 

 

 1. A person is guilty of abuse of corpse if he intentionally and unlawfully 

disinters, digs up, removes, conceals, mutilates or destroys a human corpse, or any part 

or the ashes thereof. 

 2. It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the actor was a 

physician, scientist or student who had in his possession, or used human bodies or 

parts thereof lawfully obtained, for anatomical, physiological or other scientific 

investigation or instruction. 

 3. Abuse of corpse is a Class D crime. 
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