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Abstract

246866

The main purpose of this study was to examine information literacy skills of Khon
Kaen University undergraduate students that were used for learning and in their daily life
information searching activities. This research was a survey study. The sample group was
507 second to fourth year students enrolled in the 2010 Academic Year. Completed 412
questionnaires ( 81.26 %) were received. The data were analyzed using percentage. The
following were the results of the study.

1) For students’ information literacy skills for learning, it was found that the
most frequent assiecnment students received during the whole academic year was class
projects (19.21 %). The resource students depended on the most to search for information
for their assignments was search engines (59.95%). The resources that they were largely
reliant on were classmates (43.69%), followed by textbooks in the library (38.35%). The
criteria used to evaluate the information every time they found were bibliography or
reference lists (26.94%), followed by the update of the information (17.23%). When
searching for the information on websites, students took into consideration how up to date
the web pages were (26.46%), followed by the reliability of the information provider
(23.54%). Those often asked to help with information evaluation were classmates (32.77%),
followed by their teachers (32.52%). Methods often used while searching for the information
included planning for information search which was used as guidelines to complete their
assignments and setting up an information management system for the obtained information
(43.69%). The software program students mostly used to help them with information
searching was online chatting (49.76%). Most students (45.39%) rated the completion of the
assignment at a high level when searching for information for their assignments. Most
students viewed that the difficult part of information searching was topic identification
(48.79%).

2) With regards to information literacy skills for daily life activities, it was found
that during the last six months, the topic that was mostly performed in searching was
news/current situations (14.98%). The resource used for information searching was almost

at all times search engines (53.16%). Students took into consideration the reliability of the

U



246866

information provider on websites (39.08%) when searching information related to their daily
life activities, followed by the update of the websites (38.83%). Those who were asked for
help with information evaluation at the highest level were classmates (38.59%). Regarding
searching procedures, the procedure found difficult was the evaluation of the reliability of

the information source (39.08%).
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