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In a cross - sectional descriptive study it had been investigated, how fcatives of

ABSTRACT

tuberculosis (TB) patients, who lived in the same family as the patient, tried to prevent to be
infected. Participants of the study had been household contacts of pulmonary tuberculosis patients
living in the Chumpol Buri District, Surin Province. The PRECEDE Framework and the Health
Belief Model had been used for designing the conceptual framework. One hundred and thirty one
individuals were selected by using a simple random sampling method. Information was obtained
during October 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010 by means of questionnaires. The reliability of the
questionnaires were tested by the Cronbach’s coefficient alpha and accounted for 0.77.
Descriptive statistics and inferential statistics such as Chi-square test, Fisher’s exact test, Multiple
logistic regression and odds ratio (OR), with 95% CI had been used for statistical evaluation.

The proportion of relatives to avoid being infected by TB patients living in their
family was high with 38.17%. Co-factors associated with the preventive behavior had been
income, Lao language and attitudes towards preventing TB infections (p=0.036, p=0.007,
p<0.001). Pre-disposing factors had been high, with 77.1%, in relation to perceived benefits - and
cost/barriers as well as, with 76.33%, in terms of the motivation to prevent infection. Univariate
correlations of enabling factors with the behavior for TB prevention as dependent variable
proofed that information materials had a high impact on prevention (p=0.028). A multivariate
analyzes however did not identify a model to explain preventive behavior. From the study
participants 77.86% received relevant health educational material and 93.89% were made aware
from health officers about the possibility of being infected by their diseased family members.

Recommendation, Health center should be cooperation to local administration
organization for support training, material TB preventive and management health volunteers to

mentoring with household contacts.
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