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Abstract 2 5 ” 1 3 "

Owing to natural and geographical conditions, the development has been hindered in the
northeast of Thailand. Currently, although tourism, culture and other resources are not being put to good
use, they still have potentiality of developing. Thus, by analyzing the feasibility of developing eco-cultural
tourism resources in Nongkhai, Waingkhuk County is chosen as case study. Eco-cultural tourism zones
is planned and created in order to promote community development in the region, bringing out more
cultural and ecological resources to use. The operation of tourism zone is integrated flexibly; to adhere to
the concept of “green, leisure, community participation and participatory tourism”. This is an alternative
way to solve the problem of poverty in the northeast region of Thailand, also to interpret and validate
self-sufficiency economic practice.

Wiangkhuk was selected as a case study due to its rich in cultural resources, favorable climate
and geographical position along the Mekong River. In order to investigate public's opinion on community
development and eco-cultural tourism, the author has adopted an unstructured interview and random
sampling method to hand out questionnaires for 150 households of 8 villages in February, 2010 and
hand out 100 questionnaires for tourists during the Rocket Festival (Boon Bangfai) in May, 2010. All the
data were collected by qualitative methodology. The findings were presented in descriptive analysis.
Under the eco-cultural tourism approach and local resources, the idea from data analysis is used for
planning the tourism zone and its facilities of Wiangkhuk, Nongkhai and a nearby regionvas a whole.

Through integrating and designing Wingkhuk tourism zones, including culture project, such as
Buddhist folk festivals, folk handicrafts exhibition ; static cultural landscape, such as local Buddhist
temples and relics, eco-cultural tourism resources along Mekong river and experienced projects of eco-
agriculture, the region will be full of rich unique cultural and ecological tourism resources.

In fact, the study is an attempt for rural sustainable development planning. Through planning
and design, the life of farmers should be improved because the planning aims to strengthen local
economic and culture development. Of course, this approach is not a simple superposition about rural
cultural resources, but adheres to the concept of complementary advantages and mutual benefit, form
the effectiveness of 1 plus 1 > 2.

Through carrying out the project of eco-tourism, the farmers can voluntarily participate, transform
and build their living space, while the government does not have to spend many resources or money to
support them. The way of practice achieve the sustainable development indeed, also interpret and
validate self-sufficiency economic theory of the King Bhumibol Adulyadej. Re-thinking and practice of
developing rural eco-cultural tourism resources, provides an alternative path to change the existence of

rural community in Northeast Thailand.

Keywords: Cultural tourism; eco-tourism; tourism planning; sustainable development
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