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without specifically asking, and even if she did ask, she could never be certain of the

accuracy of the answer.
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“l was going to offer you a cigarette. | carry a pack around in case one of the
guests needs one. You'd be surprised how often that comes up. Quitting tobacco just
doesn’t take sometimes, especially if there’s a bump in the road. I've got this from great
aunt---Nelda, her name is. She thinks she’s quit dipping snuff. And she’s just fine as long
as the sun shines on her back door. But you let the least little thing go wrong and she’s
right back at it.” He paused long enough to make her glance at him. “So how about this

instead?” he asked.
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Of course it would have, she thought immediately. How could it not? Even if
she’d had a bad father, she would have been better able to tell the gold from the dross--

-and before the wrong person answered the phone.
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She glanced at the bright blue sky as she got out of her vehicle---the new

and far too expensive SUV Maddie called the domestic version of a Sherman tank---and

walked toward the back door.
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The woman sat down in a Queen Anne chair near the window. “l hope she

gets here before dark,” said, more to herself than to him.
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“Water pants,” the little girl echoed and the man smiled at her. She smiled at

him in return, then gave him a hug. “Hi, Daddy,” she said.
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She’s been that way ever since | knowed her---when we was little girls even.
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He looked around in surprise. “Oh---we’re just watering the plants,” he said,

clearly unperturbed by the question.
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There should be music playing, the oldie-goldie doo-wop station, and
Maddie singing along even though she claimed to hate the songs of that era. There

should be a pot of soup bubbling on the stove or bread baking in the oven.
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“It's B and B. I'll get you a room. There’s one called the Rose Room. Very
Victorian-girlie. You'll like it.”
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She glanced at the bright blue sky as she got out of her vehicle---the new

and far too expensive SUV Maddie called the domestic version of a Sherman tank---and

walked toward the back door.
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And, as far as Loran could tell, Maddie’s illness hadn’'t made her any more
forthcoming. She was quite willing to make some morbid joke about her imminent

demise, but she was typically sketchy regarding what was actually happening to her

body and how she felt about it.
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“You sound all right. It's that answering a question with a question thing
that’s bothering me. Does your doctor know about this?” It suddenly occurred to her to

ask.
Maddie laughed softly. “Actually, it was his idea.”
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“Sure. | don’t see why not.”
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“Kent, listen. | have to go to somewhere to meet Maddie.”
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Out hitting the yard sales? Gone to meet some other early bird for breakfast?

Either would be unlikely, Loran thought.
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I'll show it to you sometime, if you want. Don’t worry. | don’t have any

etchings,” he added in a whisper.
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For some reason, the drive from D.C. into Arlington was less hair-raising than

usual this morning.
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She never knew what to say to Maddie these days, what to do.
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“The plane did not arrive on time, did it?”

“No, unfortunately not.”
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Even so, she’'d let Kent assume that her parents had divorced when she was

very young---because she wasn’t sure that it wouldn’t matter to him.
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“No, probably not, unless she’s movie star or something.”
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All patient data should be entered right away.
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She looked at the paper. Lilac Hill had been written in her mother’s careful

hand, with a phone number below it.
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“We have no one listed by that name,” the woman said.
atfuila
e A C oy e A .
“eifizeNdnasAy” Wi neunaLNn
ANRELNE

v

Tunigulaaznisutanidn we”  wazlummlve  dowluniudanimne

A %
a:119nazdsIn NI usraulé
Aaagg (2)
% o
iRy

I’'m telling you, if you don't let the little things make you feel better, you'll have

a hell of a time getting through the big things.
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“Would you like some coffee while you're waiting? Or tea?”
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She didn’t respond with precise answers to the things people asked her; she

responded with whatever she wanted them to know.
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He looked around in surprise. “Oh---we’re just watering the plants,” he said,

clearly unperturbed by the question. He held up the red watering can for Loran to see.
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“The reception is better if you're outside, “Mrs. Jenkins said. She pointed out

the nearest window.
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