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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this work was to survey by in-depth interview, and participatory
observation current situations of rice growing by 27 village households in Suphanburi
province. The target was to assess the potentiality of switching to organic rice growing.
Secondary information and primary data were collected during two consecutive rice
growing seasons in 2009/2010; emphasizing on cost and yield from each type of rice
tending including farmer current livelihood. The result suggested that persuasion farmers to
organic farming are very challenging. Lumbua had middle to aged farmers (47.8? 10.23
years) with long experience(31.9 ? 13.44) in traditional chemical based rice growing,
satisfied with their current earning from rice paddy (44.4%). However, most farmers (88.9%)
still had supplementary income from labor hiring or investments or from some other kinds of
job. Most chemical farmers (59.1 %), neither wanted to change to organic rice growing
partly due to the preference of convenience in buying commercial products nor (77.3 %)
favor their children to become farmers because of the laborious and high risk nature. The
present information on the net profit from organic farming (B6,787.66 /Rai) or low cost ($
6732.86/Rai) over chemical farming(B83,068.97/Rai) might be used to justify for their
decision since all of them were very happy with their current at will job. In addition, they
(85.2%) could also utilize chemical free natural food in the paddy while conserved and
restored the environment and rice agro-ecosystem in which most of them(72.7%) had
already aware of the threatening to human being.
The outcome indicated that the organic rice field (OR) consisted of the species diversities of
natural enemies much higher than those of the chemical rice field (CHEM) especially
spiders; the most important predators and existed throughout the growing session. From a
total of 2,045 samples; 8 families, 16 genera and 23 species of spiders were identified.
Species richness in the OR, on an average, was almost 2.5 times of that of the CHEM
whereas the evenness of the two culturing appeared similar i.e., 0.67 in the OR and 0.69 in
the CHEM, due to the prominence of certain spider groups (Tetragnathidae and Araneidae).
It could be seen from this work that OR growing in the irrigated area among the CHEM
fields can be actually done. This helps recovering species diversity directly and possibly

increases biodiversity in the ecosystem.
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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this work was to survey by in-depth interview, and participatory observation

current situations of rice growing by 27 village households in Suphanburi province. The target was
to assess the potentiality of switching to organic rice growing. Secondary information and primary
data were collected during two consecutive rice growing seasons in 2009/2010; emphasizing on
cost and yield from each type of rice tending including farmer current livelihood. The result
suggested that persuasion farmers to organic farming are very challenging. Lumbua had middle to
aged farmers(47.8+ 10.23 years) with long experience(31.9 * 13.44) in traditional chemical based .
rice groWing, satisfied with their current earning from rice paddy(44.4%). However, most farmers
(88.9%) still had supplementary income from labor hiring or investments or from some other kinds of
job. Most chemical farmers (59.1 %), neither wanted to change to organic rice growing partly due to
the preference of convenience in buying commercial products nor (77.3 %) favor their children to
become farmers because of the laborious and high risk nature. The present information on the net
profit from organic farming (86,787.66 /Rai) or low cost (EB673é.86/Rai) over chemical farming(i
3,068.97/Rai) might be used to justify for their decision since all of them were very happy with their

current at will job. In addition, they (85.2%) could also utilize chemical free natural food in the paddy -«

while conserved and restored the environment and rice agro-ecosystem in which most of
them(72.7%) had already aware of the threatening to human being.

The outcome indicated that the organic rice field (OR) consisted of the species diversities of
natural enemies much higher than those of the chemical rice field (CHEM) especially spiders; the
most important predators and existed throughout the growing session. From a total of 2,045
samples; 8 families, 16 genera and 23 species of spiders were identified. Species richness in the
OR, on an average, was almost 2.5 times of that of the CHEM whereas the evenness of the two
culturing appeared similar i.e., 0.67 in the OR and 0.69 in the CHEM, due to the prominence of

certain spider groups (Tetragnathidae and Araneidae). It could be seen from this work that OR



