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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic status
of farmers who had Para rubber plantation to replace the maize cultivation, (2 ) the
situations of Para rubber plantation, (3) the opinions toward the Para rubber plantation to
replace the maize cultivation; (4) agricultural knowledge and knowledge sources of Para rubber
plantation; and (5) problems and suggestions on Para rubber plantation.

The population in this study was 1,251 farmers who had Para Rubber plantation in
Santi Suk District of Nan province, 303 samples were selected by simple random sampling
methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the samples. The statistical methodology
was used to analyze the data by computerized program including frequency, percentage,
maximum value, minimum value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the interviewed farmers
were male, with an average age of 49.69 years. They were educated at lower primary level.
(2) The main occupation was crop production and the sub-ordinate occupation was a hired
worker. The average farming labor was 1.99 persons and the Para rubber plantation areas
were used to be maize cultivation areas. The average period of the experience in Para rubber
Plantation was 5.60 years. They were a member of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. The average of total farming area was 35.52 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters),
while the average of occupied area without patent used for Para rubber plantation was 16.17 rai.
(2) They usually planted RRIM 600 variety at 3X7 meters, the average frequency of splitting
the Para rubber stem was 113.73 days per year. The average number of the produce was
2,208.66 kilograms per year. The average income deriving from Para rubber production was
55,191.84 baht. The average production cost before splitting Para rubber stems was 7,484.44
Baht and after splitting the stems was 4,444.44 baht. They used their own capital in planting
their Para rubber trees. (3) They generally agreed at high level that planting Para rubber trees
instead of maize made the environment restored. (4 ) They were transferred agricultural
information from individual/group/mass media. Most of the studied farmers had the knowledge
of the Para rubber production at high level, especially the knowledge of the barrier that it
should have been done horizontally not less than 3 meters around their Para rubber plantation
to protect their plantation from wildfire. (5) They generally had problems at high level that
the soil around their slope area had the risk of being broken down by water supply.
Hence, They wanted to be supported at high level in the issue that they should have been
supplied with Para rubber tribes which were good and suitable for their soil condition. They
suggested that the government should have solved the problems on the selling price of their
Para rubber which was lower than before while the production factors were more expensive.

Keywords: Para Rubber Plantation,Crop Replace, Maize Cultivation, Nan Province
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