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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic
information on tourism entrepreneurs and tourists (2) operation relating to agro-tourism
in Rayong Province (3) needs for agro-tourism development and (4) suggestions for
extension of agro-tourism activity.

The population in this study was a number of 16 agro-tourism entrepreneurs
and a number of 160 tourists who had visited agro-tourist destination during the month
of May-June 2015. Interview was a tool for data collection. Data analysis was
conducted by descriptive statistics i.e. frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

Findings from the study were as follows. (1) Male and female agro-tourism
entrepreneurs had the same number whose their average age was 52.81 years. They
were married and earned bachelor degree. Their average income from agro-tourism
was 1,648,125 baht/year. Their average expenditure was 403,500 baht/year. The Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives or other financial institutes were their
source of capital. Most of the tourists were female. Their average ages was 36.23
years, single, and were staff of private companies, preferably going back and forth in
one day tour. Resort accommodation was their choice with local food and internet.
They received tourist information from internet, relatives or friends and interested in
safe agriculture and organic agriculture. Most of them had previously visited and
interested in eco-tourism and other agro-tourist destinations. Tourists ‘objective of their
visit was to relax, buy local products and souvenirs. The organizations that responsible
for tourism promotion were Sub-district Administration Organization, municipal and
Provincial Administration Organization. (2) Most of the entrepreneurs organized agro-
tourism activity averagely 8.06 times/year which took place only in season. The
services included demonstration activity, guides, food and accommodation that
connected with other tourist destinations. (3) It was discovered needs for agro-tourism
development by entrepreneurs and tourists were agricultural demonstration, processing,
over-night stay as in resort, providing knowledge or local wisdom and agricultural
technology through training, basic structure, tourism promotion, agro-tourism business,
tourism marketing, services in tourist destination, public relations and dissemination of
tourist information. (4) Suggestions for agro-tourism promotion mostly were request for
basic structure, safety in life and property of tourists, facilities, public relations, network
building, participation by community, budget support to develop diverse agro-tourism
activities including service charge condition.

Keywords: Guidelines, Agro-Tourism, Rayong Province
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