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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental personal social and
economic state of farmers who participated in the project of increasing production efficiency
and revenue of Para rubber plantation in Krabi Province; (2) to study their opinions on the
project operation on increasing production efficiency and revenue of Para rubber plantation;
(3) to study their knowledge of biological control for Para rubber pathogens; (4) to study the
achievement of the project operation on increasing production efficiency and revenue of Para
rubber plantation; and (5) to study their problems/constraints, suggestions, and guidelines for
the extension of Tricoderma fungus usage to control Para rubber pathogens.

The population in this study was 182 farmers who participated in the project of
increasing production efficiency and revenue of Para rubber plantation in Krabi Province.
They were divided into 2 groups: The first group were farmers who set demonstration plots
for their learning, the second group were farmers who were expanded from the project. The
data collecting process was to answer questions in the questionnaire. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were percentage, mean, and
standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: Most of the studied farmers who
answered the gquestions in the questionnaire were male, aged between 43 and 50. They were
educated at primary level. The average quantity of their family members was 4.08 persons.
Most of them were a member of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives.
They used to be trained on Para rubber pathogens. Their main occupation was a farmer. Their
income was 15,001-30,000 baht/month, while their income obtaining from Para rubber
production was less than 15,001 baht/month. Their area used for agricultural section was less
than 21 rai, while their area used for growing Para rubber trees was less than 11 rai. The
period of their experience in raising Para rubber was 16-20 years. Most of them split open
their Para Rubber stems to produce rubber themselves. They preferred growing their Para
rubber trees in RRIM 600 tribe. All of them applied only chemical fertilizer to their Para
rubber trees, and most of them used to face Para rubber pathogens. Their opinions on the
project operation were at high level. Most of them had knowledge and understanding of
biological control for Para rubber pathogens at high level. Their opinions on Tricoderma
fungus usage to control Para rubber pathogens were at medium level, while their opinions on
the achievement of the project objectives were at high level, especially in the issue of being
transferred knowledge more from attending meetings was at high level. To consider problems
and suggestions of sub-district agricultural officials on the extension of Tricoderma fungus
usage to control Para rubber pathogens, it was found that the studied farmers had problems at
medium level in the issues of the project period which should have been 1 year, the
demonstration plots which should have been set 1 point/sub-district. The studied farmers had
problems at high level, they were interested in the demonstration plots and required to have
demonstration plots set for their learning in every village.

Keywords: Evaluation, Para Rubber Pathogen, Tricoderma Fungus, Krabi Province
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