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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to study 1) socio-economic status of
yardlong bean farmers; 2) their yardlong bean production management; 3) costs and
returns of yardlong bean production; and 4) yardlong bean production problems of
farmers in Si Prachan District, Suphan Buri Province.

The study population was 50 yardlong bean farmers in Si Prachan District,
Suphan Buri Province. Questionnaires were used to collect data from the population.
The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics including frequency, mean, percentage,
maximum, minimum, and standard deviation.

Research results were as follows: 1) Most farmers were male, average age
41.48 years old, with primary level education, and 6.60 years experience in yardlong
bean production. Average workers used were 4.06 persons. Average planted area was
1.86 rai (1 rai = 1,600 m*) and most used their own land. 2) Their production
management- for planning, they set their production goal before planting and also
planned for the budget used; for implementing, most farmers used Samchuk seed
variety at the rate of 0.7-0.9 kg/rai, planting space was between 50x60-50x90 cm.,
and the plant was irrigated every two days in the evening; for controlling, they mostly
did not implement many aspects of the control activities. 3) For production costs and
returns it was found that their average total costs were 36,663.05 baht/rai which was
classified as variable costs at 32,033.15 baht and fixed costs at 4,629.90 baht, or
classified as cash costs at 17,398.69 baht and non-cash costs at 19,264.36 baht. Most
labor costs were used for harvesting at 14,566.89 baht/rai, and most material costs
were used for fertilizer at 2,944.46 baht/rai. Their average yield was 2,905.74 kg/rai,
and average price was 27.58 baht/kg. Their average total revenue was 80,140.31
baht/rai, an average profit was 43,477.16 baht/rai or 14.96 baht/kg. 4) Production
problems at the high level were seed quality problems, high prices of fertilizer and
pesticide, and unstable product price.

Keywords: Production management, Yardlong bean, Suphan Buri Province
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