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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) general social and economic
status of farmers, (2 ) situations of Arabica coffee production by farmers in agro-forestry
system, (3) the knowledge level and sources of Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry
system of farmers, (4) the opinions toward Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry system,
(5) factors relating to the knowledge level of Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry
system, and the practice adhering to good agricultural practice for coffee production by
farmers, and (6) problems and suggestions of farmers on Arabica coffee production in agro-
forestry system.

The population in this study was 449 farmers who had Arabica coffee production
in agro-forestry system in Huay Hom Sub-District, Mae La Noi District, Mae Hong Son
Province. The 212 samples were selected from these farmers. The data were collected by
interviewing the samples using structural interviewed questionnaire. The statistical methodology
was used to analyze the data by computerized program including frequency, percentage,
mean, minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, ranking, and multiple regression
analysis.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) three-fourths of interviewed farmers
were male, with average age of 46.27 years; one-third of them were not educated formally; the
average size of the area used for Arabica coffee plantation was 4.39 Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square
meters); the average of family income was 53,007.55 Baht per year; and the average period of
experience in Arabica coffee production was 5.97 years. (2) Almost all of farmers had Arabica
coffee plantation along the slope; the age of Arabica coffee trees was 12 months; they applied
fertilizer to Arabica coffee trees once a year; most of them did not face the problems of pests;
they had adopted the practice adhering to good agricultural practice at the highest level, while
the data recording was the issue that they adopted at low level. (3) One-third of farmers had
agricultural knowledge at medium level, and they had received the agricultural information
from media at low level. (4) The farmers had positive attitude toward Arabica coffee production
in agro-forestry system at high level in all aspects. (5) The factors which positively related to
the knowledge level of Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry system were their age,
education level, and opinions on Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry system, while the
factors which positively related to the practice adhering to good agricultural practice for
coffee production were their opinions on Arabica coffee production in agro-forestry system.
Furthermore (6 ) the farmers generally had problems at low level, the issue which was the
highest problem was the marketing. They suggested that there should be more knowledge and
information sources of Arabica coffee production, processing, and marketing, including the
selling price control and certain markets for the coffee produce.

Keywords: Coffee production, Agro-forestry system, Good Agricultural Practice,
Mae Hong Son Province
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