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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) fundamental social and economic
state of members of the community rice center in Nakhon Phanom Province; ( 2) their
knowledge and understanding of the practice adhering to organic rice production technology;
(3) their practice adhering to organic rice production technology; (4) their extension need for
organic rice production technology and marketing; and (5) their problems and suggestions on
organic rice production.

The population in this study was 375 members of the community rice center in
Nakhon Phanom Province. The 194 samples were selected by using simple random sampling
methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the studied members. The statistical
methodology used to analyze the data was frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value, mean, standard deviation, and the interpretation according to the determined criteria.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied members were
male, with average age at 49.66, and educated at primary level. The average period of their
experience in doing rice farming was 24.32 years. More than a half of them were able to use
information technology (1T). Most of them used to participate in training courses, seminars,
or field studies on organic rice production. The average number of their household labor was
3.06 persons. Their average organic rice farming area was 5.26 rai. And the capital of almost
all of them was derived from loans taken out from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. (2) most of the studied members had knowledge and understanding of the
practice adhering to organic rice production technology at high level, their knowledge and
understanding in the aspect of weed controlling was at the highest level, while their
knowledge and understanding in the aspect of organic rice growing was at the lowest level.
(3) most of the studied members practiced adhering to organic rice production technology at
high level ranging from the practice at high level to the practice at low level as follows: soil
preparation, rice tribe selection, produce storage, rice tribe seed preparation, the packaging,
the water supply, the growing system, harvesting, moisture reduction, rice threshing, weed
control, plant disease and pest elimination, fertilizer application, growing area selection,
growing methods, soil treatment, and the usage of some organic substances to substitute
chemical fertilizer respectively. (4) the extension need for organic rice production technology
and the marketing of almost all of the studied members was at medium level. In the aspect of
production technology, their extension need in the aspect of rice tribe selection was at the
highest level, while their extension need in the aspect of soil preparation, growing area
selection, and growing methods was at the lowest level. In the aspect of marketing, their
extension need in the aspect of product development was at the highest level, while their
extension need in the aspect of marketplace improvement and sale promotion was at the
lowest level. And (5) most of the studied members had no problems in the practice adhering
to organic rice production technology, and they suggested that the government officials
should have transferred them the knowledge of rice tribes, soil treatment, plant disease
preventing and diagnosis; they should have set training courses to increase their skills in
packaging, and supplied them with necessary materials and equipment.

Keywords: Practice, Organic Rice Production Technology, Community Rice Center
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