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Abstract

The objectives of the present study are as follows: (1)to examine problems
of, obstacles to, and m easures for water environment law enforcem ent; (2) to study
theoretical concepts relating to environm ental protections in the substantial m atter of
water environm ent law enforcem ent in Thailand and other countries; ( 3) to analyse
water environm ent law enforcem ent in Tha iland; and ( 4) t o suggest effective and
enforceable methods for problem resolution , to enhance existing water environmental
law enforcement.

This research is a qualitative study with data gathered from documentary
research, and it includes support ~ from secondary sources, the current norm ative
judgments of the adm inistrative courts,the environm ent laws of Thailand and other
countries, case studies, as well as inform  ation form the Internet. The data were
analyzed to find effective and efficient m ethods for enhanced water environm ent law
enforcement .

The research concluded as follows: (1) Increasing populations, clim ate
change, and pollution are  the m ain causes of water pollution, but these problem s
cannot be addressed by redundant and out dated provisions. ( 2) The theoretical
concepts behind environm ental protection laws in Thailand focus on protection and
prevention, which provide crim inal enfor cement measures by m eans of punishm ent
and civil enforcem ent measures by means of indemnity. In com parison, the laws in
other countries focus m ore on cooperation than com pulsory m easures. ( 3) Water
environment laws in Thailand lack unity and present problem atic overlaps between
law enforcement agencies, such that the provisions of the law are outdated and Thai
authorities disem powered. Finally,this research suggests that; ( 4) the
government should am end, enhance, and m aintain the Environm ental Quality Act,
B.E. 2535 as the m ain law to control wa ter pollution and should a 1so appoint the
Ministry of natural Resources and the E nvironment to act as the prim  ary water
pollution law enforcement agency.

Keywords: Laws Enforcement Marine Environment
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