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EAR TRAINING FOR YOUNG BEGINNER LEVEL PREP COURSE, ALFRED’S
BASIC PIANO LIBRARY CASE STUDY : PINNAKORN MUSIC SCHOOL

JUTARAT MANEEWAN 4837794 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORS : SAKCHAI HIRANRAK, B.A., M.A,,
ANAK CHARANYANANDA, B.ED.
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study Ear Training for young beginner level
prep courses at Alfred’s basic piano library at Pinnakorn music school between April —
June 2008. The researcher divided the teachers into 2 groups. In group 1, teachers had at least
5 years experience. In group 2, teachers had more than 5 years experience. This research used
the formal interviews and informal interviews. The results of this research were as follows:

1. The teachers in both groups indicated the importance of Ear Training.

2. Regarding teaching preparation, the teachers used handbooks in Lesson
books and Activity & Ear Training books. They also recorded problems in the class
each hour.

3. Regarding teaching methods, teachers used explanations, comparisons,
imagination and singing.

4. Regarding teaching equipment, teachers used the white board, media examples
in Lesson books, Activity & Ear Training books, Flash cards, Extra - songs, animal
pictures and games.

5. Regarding assessment and evaluation, each teacher in the 2 groups used
materials in the Activity & Ear Training book.

6. A problem in the learning process is that students can be naughty and bored.
Students can be confused about learning. The songs were unfamiliar to children, so the
student could not remember the intervals.

In conclusion, this study suggests that teachers should have a teaching plan for
teaching. Teachers should offer the suggest students objectives. The school should find

familiar songs for the students to listen to.

KEY WORDS: EAR TRAINING / PINNAKORN MUSIC SCHOOL /
YOUNG BEGINNER LEVEL / PREP COURSE, ALFRED’S
BASIC PIANO LIBRARY

143 pp.
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EAR TRAINING FOR YOUNG BEGINNER LEVEL PREP COURSE, ALFRED’S
BASIC PIANO LIBRARY CASE STUDY : PINNAKORN MUSIC SCHOOL

JUTARAT MANEEWAN 4837794 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : SAKCHAI HIRANRAK, B.A., M.A.,
ANAK CHARANYANANDA, B.ED.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

Music is a narrative of sound. Everybody to do with music, performer,
audience, composer. Everybody narrative with sound. When student have Ear
Training. They will can know about interval.

Ear Training of melody is important because music is literally
important, If a musician can not to listen melody. It will be hard to learn
music or play music. Because melody concerning with level of sound, high -
low. So they should to training about listen the pitch of sound. Not only that
to be able to listen melody is good for help to analyze component of music.
That is important for study in Ear Training.

Development of Ear Training will be success depend on teacher and
method of teaching. The questionnaire of piano teacher in Ear Training to find
out the problem is student are confused in high — sound, low — sound and
listening the interval. So the researcher interested in study in young beginner
level prep. Course (Age 6 — 8 years) study in.

1. To thing about essential of Ear training.

2. Teach in Ear Training.
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3. Every problem in Ear Training for know about details of teach,

method and problem in class. It ought to correct to go on.

Objective of research
1. Study think of teacher about important of Ear Training for young
beginner level prep course at Pinnakorn music school.
2. Study Ear Training for young beginner level prep course at
Pinnakorn music school as
A. Preparing of teaching in Ear Training.
B. Method of teaching in Ear Training.
C. Teaching equipment in Ear Training.
D. Assessment and evaluation in Ear Training.
3. Study any problem about teaching Ear Training for young beginner

level prep course at Pinnakorn music school.

Limits of research

1. To study in method of Ear Training for young beginner level prep
course. To stipulate in student age 6 — 8 years old.

2. To study in method of Ear Training for young beginner level prep
course. Use the book is prep Course level a to level B in Lesson Book and
Activity & Ear Training Book.

3. Tostudy in method of Ear training an accessory is

- High sound Low sound
- Higher sound Lower sound
- Interval

- Melody in G position.
4. To study in
4.1 Essential in Ear Training for young beginner level prep course
at Pinnakorn music school.
4.2 Teaching of Ear Training for young beginner level prep course
at Pinnakorn music school.

Preparing to Ear training.
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Method of Ear training.
Teaching of equipment Ear training.
Assessment and evaluation of Ear Training.

5. To study in problem and obstacle of Ear Training at Pinnakorn
music school.
6. The researcher use observation and observer in teacher a person. The
researcher divide teacher in 2 group.
Group 1:  Teacher have experience 1 -5 years. (4 person)
Group 2:  Teacher have experience more than 5 years. (5 person)
7. Place for keep information is KPN music institute Pinnakorn music

school. A branch office Pinklao

Purpose are expect to receive

1. Know about opinion importance of teaching Ear Training for young
beginner pre course at Pinnakorn music school.

2. Know about method of Ear Training in other method.

3. Know about any problem in Ear Training. To find out solve in remedy
for problem.

4. Know about method of Ear Training all sorts. For adjustment
suitable in student. It will help to teaching as efficacy. And success in studying.

Research Methodology
Source of Research Information
At Bangkok in Pinnakorn music school KPN music institute, branch

Pinklao.

Time research
The researcher get to observe Ear training of Piano teacher. For young
beginner level prep course. Time to observe at 8 weeks, 10— 15 minute/week.
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Population of Research Information
Piano teacher at Pinnakorn music school, KPN music institute branch
Pinklao, Bangkok number of 9 person. Teacher for student are 6 — 8 years old.
Devide teacher in 2 group.
Group 1: Teacher have experience 1 -5 years. (4 person)

Group 2 : Teacher have experience more than 5 years. (5 person)

Instrument of Research
This research use observative in teaching and interview (formal
interview and Informal interview). The researcher sit in class room for record

even and information in teach.

Equipment of Research
1. Cassette tape
2. Note book

Step to get information
1. Method to get information from an article, thesis in
A library of Salaya Mahidol University
Music library of Salaya Mahidol University
Music library of Phoumiphon Songket College

2. Interview expert teacher about piano teaching and Ear training.

3. Make a questionnaires and interview piano teacher at Pinnakorn
music school formal interview and informal interview number of a
person. Questionnaires have 3 part
Part 1: Education of piano teacher.

Part 2: Opinion and method of teacher in Ear Training for
young beginner level prep course
Part 3: Problem of teaching Ear Training for young beginner
level prep course.
4. Make observation for teacher in behaviour of Ear Training and

activity in Ear Training. The researcher will be record activity in
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Ear Training. The researcher will be record process teacher in class
room. The researcher sit in class room for observative in
coordination method.

5. Interview manager of Pinnakorn music school.

Step of analysis
1. To verify information is correctly.
To keep add information if the information not completely.
To get field interview to documentary.
Analysis of observantly behaviour of Ear training to document.

To sort out documents analysis and management of article.

IS T A

To present information by narrate method.

Research Results

Opinion about important of Ear Training in piano teacher.

From the interview piano teacher. Teach in Pinnakorn music school for
young beginner level prep course  find out teacher in 2 group to divine
important of Ear Training. The teacher will teach Ear Training in first hour in
school. Teacher know that will be useful for student to training pitch of sound,
interval and melody in many position. In the class room will have time to

learn 5 — 10 minute.

Teaching of Ear Training
A. Pre paring of Ear Training.

Teacher have experience least than 5 years. They will prepare every
hour. But teacher have experience more than 5 years, some hours they don’t
prepare teaching. The teacher in 2 group, the prepare teaching from Lesson
Book and Activity & Ear Training Book. They are record gist of study and
problem in class and how to solve a problem. They use a prize and games to

compliment every student for make motivation of study.
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B. Method of Ear Training

A subject of high sound - low sound

Each teacher in 2 group teach in to play piano sound and student
play follow. Some teacher use a sound at black key and some teacher use
white key. After that student will compare and reflection about high — sound
and low —sound look like an animal.

A subject of higher sound - lower sound

Each teacher in 2 group teach student to know about music in
name of the alphabet. And they are remember music alphabet. In letter system
and so —fa system. Each higher and lower sound.

A subject of interval

Each teacher will explain meaning of interval. And start second to
fifth of interval. By the student training listen to each melodic and harmonic
interval. The student sing follow a sound. Used comparable to different.

A subject of G Position

Each teacher in 2 group will be teach student remember a music
alphabet of G — Position in letter system and so —fa system. After that train to
sing and listen music in G - position. Each higher sound and lower sound.

- Aural Test will follow in Activity & Ear Training Book. Some
teacher have a test follow in handbook every subject. Some teacher test before
and after handbook. Before testing teacher will play piano to show student.
Example higher sound — lower sound. If in testing, the student are wrong.
Teacher will give the answer to student. And give a prize an example sticker,

games, to admire student.

C. Teaching Equipment of Ear Training.
Teaching Equipment of Ear Training for young beginner level prep
course, at Pinnakorn music school. Each 2 group as
Durable articles
Up - right Piano
Whiteboard
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Teaching media
Lesson Book and Activity & Ear Training Book.
Card of music score.
Song out of handbook.
A Beethoven’s bear doll and Mozart’s mouse doll.
Elephant picture, rat picture and moving music score picture.

Games.

D. Assessment and evaluation of Ear Training

From teacher interview of Ear Training each 2 group. Teacher will has
examination in class every hour. After they teach about Ear Training. The
testing of listen get it from Activity & Ear Training book. After testing the

teacher will give a willpower of every student.

Any problem are obstacle for Ear Training

Each piano teacher in 2 group at Pinnakorn music school has any problem is
From student : Student have to be shy personality. And to be
naughty, So teacher will be teach often times. And student will be
tired to study.
From teaching : Student use time to study very long time to
understand in higher sound — lower sound and music’s name in G -
position. Student are confused in listen to interval and sing a wrong
sound.
From teaching equipment : The song in lesson book is not popular.

So the student can not remember the interval.

Discussion

Opinion about essential of Ear Training in Piano teacher.

Each teacher in 2 group to foresee in essential of Ear Training. First
hour, when teacher in to class, they will teach about Ear Training. So, the

student will know about high sound and low sound Piano.



o

UNAINIAY UHINGBINTAD AR (AUAT) / 123

This research to be agree with a saying of Jaruwan Suriyawan, 2006 :

38, Suda Phanumyong, 2007 : interview, Pimchanok Suwantada, 2007 : interview.

Teaching of Ear Training
A. Prepare of teaching in Ear Training

To note a faults and problem in teaching. And find out the
method to solve in problem. The teacher don’t have plan of teaching. So,
research result is not to agree with research of Aunchana Sutmart, 1993 : 48.
So, the teacher should be plan of teaching and have a details in step, and
record details in gist, objective, activity, teaching media and assess for teaching
in efficiency.

B. Method of Ear Training

Each teacher have teaching method. And method to solve problem.
Behaviour of student are different. Each teacher in 2 group use psychology in
Ear Training. This research to be agree with research of Aunchana Sutmart,
2003 : 28.

In class room, teacher in 2 group. They will build willpower and
motivation with student by a prize of sweet meats, sticker, a star stamp, playing
games, to spin yarns and applaud. So, this research to be agree with motivation
method of Pongphan Pongsopa, 1999 : 149.

Each teacher in 2 group, they use reflection and games in class.
But they don’t have activity to wriggle body.

Result research is not to be agree with rule of Ear Training of
melody in piano teaching expert. So, the teacher should be have activity to
wriggle body themselves. Catch the head when they hear the high sound and
catch the knees when they hear the low sound.

Technique of teaching method, Narut sutajit, 2001 : 97. Say that,
teacher should be find out the method to help student. Because some student
don’t understand in intangibles as opposed to tangibles. So, the teacher in 2
group will help student to understand that. By animal picture When the teacher
teach in high sound and low sound. This result research to be agree with

technique of teaching method of Narut Sutajit.
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C. Teaching equipment
From the interview and observation in teaching media of Ear
training in melody. Each teacher in 2 group to find out the teacher use media
in teaching. So, result research to be agree with the research of Sayan Bunbai,
2000 : 28 thus.
1. To create interesting knowledge of student.
. To create motivation knowledge of student.

. Student see something as apposed to intangibles.

2

3

4. Student can remember in gist.

5. Student can understand in lesson.

6. Student have participate in teaching.

7. Student have appreciate fun in class.

D. Assessment and evaluation

Each teacher in 2 group, they don’t have objective requirement. So
research result not to be agree with the research of Aunchana Sutmart. So the
teacher should be have requirement objective in teaching. And assess follow up

in objective to help efficiency of teaching.

Any problem are obstacle in Ear training melody.

The problem in Ear Training melody is student to be a shamed. They
don’t intrepid to sing. And some student are slightly out of tune sing. Research
result to be agree with problem in Ear Training melody of Suda Phanomyong,
2007. interview. So the teacher will be solve to problem by use hand signal

repeated in activity.

Suggestion
Advise for preparing to teaching in Ear Training melody.
The teacher should be have plan of teaching
The teacher should be have record in disposition and behaviour of
student in addition to any problem. One by one in class of student
don’t understand in gist.
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Advise for Method of Ear Training melody
The teacher should be have practice in sing to pronounce when they
teach in first hour.
If student can not separate sound level. The teacher Should be
have practice by hand signal as rule of Kodaly to deputize for
sound level.

Any teacher should be have practice for student listen to every gist.

Advise for media of Ear Training melody

The school should be find out the song are sound familiar to teaching.

Advise for problem in Ear Training melody
The teacher should be advise student to have an objective of study.
The teacher should be have activity or games in class.
Young student, they want to study recurrent in old gist.
The teacher should be familiar with student before teaching. Because
the student are not shy.
The teacher should not to strict with student excessive because the

student are bore in studying

Advise for next research

This research are study to Ear Training melody for young beginner
level. Prep course, Alfred’s basic Piano library case study. At Pinnakorn music
school. That a one case study.

The researcher beg to submit this for your excellency’s consideration

1. The comparative in Ear Training of Alfred’s course with other course.
2. Study in efficiency of Ear Training melody in Alfred’s basic piano
library.

3. Study in Ear Training of cadence.
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3 Black Keys

3
DOWN LOW

Widedd,

3
UP HIGH

e

-

o I |

r—LH—/
1. With LH 2 3 4, play 3 black keys
DOWMN LOW (all 3 keys al once
1§30z and then ane at a time).

£
TaD.

M

JJJ

TEACHER: The student may now play ALL the 3 black key groups,

a) beginning with LH 2 3 4 below the MIDDLE of the keyboard, and going {DOWN) the keyboard. -

b) beginning with RH 2 3 4 above the MIDDLE of the keyboard, and going [[NUBIE) the ke

N e o o o o

2. With RH 2 3 4, play 3 black keys
UP HIGH (all 3 keys at ance
and then ane at a time).

JJg
4

MNA 1

24 MIDOLE C POSITION

FIG

sTellzl1lz]3]4]5
§ 4

BOTH THUMBS on MIDDLE C

Roller Coaster
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High and Low
Your teacher will play HIGH and LOW sounds.
= Circle the MOUSE if you hear a HIGH sound.

» Circle the ELEPHANT if you hear a LOW sound.

Use e cage &
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18

&)

High and Low
Your teacher will play A-B-C groups HIGH or LOW on the keyboard

« Circle the HIGH A-B-C group if the sounds are HIGH
| = Circle the LOW A-B-C group if the sounds are LOW.

s 2250 =

Uise wnth pages 2021

Up and Down
Your teacher will play patterns that go UP or DOWN in the MIDDLE C POSITION.
Circle the pattern that you hear,

[ [
JJ e |

. i

F e e el

LS

NN 6
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Up and Down
Your teacher will play patterns that go UP or DOWN in C POSITION.
Circle the pattern that you hear. s

NN 7

w&easuring Distances in Music

Distances from one note to another are measured in INTERVALS, called 2nds, 3rds, ete.
The distance from any white key 1o the next white key :

( [ ’ 2nds are written LINE-SPACE or SPACE-LINE,

up or down, is called a 2nd.

Piay, saying “UP a 2nd, DOWN a 2nd.” Play, saying “DOWN a 2nd, UP a 2nd.”
. (o] 2nd
‘Up £ 2 ;w" b : Down a 2nd Upa2nd
1 Sf——tp—r—
1} 1 | B | —1 1 t 1+
— [ — & - s +
Seconds
Moderately slow
[l 1 <
¥ q L 1
v i e — 1T
JI- % 1 | 1 | 1 1 | -d r i
nf e ® & ¥ o @ [
Sec - onds, sec - onds, | next - door white keys, | step - ping up 1o
=

next - door white keys, |step - ping down 1o

. 1 1
I T 1 1
T T
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i

‘ I | \ 3rds are wrilten LINE-LINE or SPACE-SPACE

Play, saying "UP a 3rd, DOWN a 3rd.” Play, saying "DOWN a 3rd, UP a 3rd.”

Upadrd Down a 3rd Down a 3rd Up & 3rd
1 3 3 1

H s __rJ
0
1

1
T
r2 i

el
all
\El ]

7
1
‘—‘_4

Play a Third!

Moderately slow

L

R 100
Ed
5
=
I




Your teacher will play 3rds that move UP or DOWN. |
Circle the example that you hear.

NANUIN / 140

MNN 11

and Harmonic Intervals of a 2nd

Your teacher will play MELODIC or HARMONIC 2nds.
Circle the example that you hear.
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ip and Down

E

n the G POSITION.

Your teacher will play patterns that go UP or DOWN |
Circle the pattern that you hear.

1

MNN 15
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