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ABSTRACT
TE 151485
Improving harvest and postharvest handling methods of Lotus flowers (Nelumbo nucifera
‘Roseum Plenum’) was done to optimize handling practice in order to dccrease water loss which
stimulate ethylene production during the postharvest period. The experiments were carried out in
three sets. First experiment was conducted to find out the suitable method of placing and carried lotus
flowers during hsrvesting in different buckets. Second experiment was conducted to find out the
suitable method of packing Lotus flower in corrugated fiber board box and third experiment was
conducted to find out the suitable precooling Lotus flower before transportion.
The result showed that wrapping the flower in foam net before cutting with sharp knife

from the mother plant, and the flowers were placed and carried in foam box contained filtered water
was the best treatment which was highly protected water loss and ethylene production was the lowest
of all the different treatments, (57.75 plkg .hr' compared with 106.75 plkg hr' in the control).
When cooling the flowers by means of 1,200 gm. ice crack (in to 4 plastic bags) inserted into flower
box in plastic film was the best treatment which was highly protected water loss and ethylene
production was the lowest of all the different treatments, (74.10 pl.kg".hr'l compared with 111.81
nlkg".hr' in the control) and 10 °C (3 hours) was the best temperature to precool the corrugated fiber
board box contained the lotus flower. It was protected water loss and ethylene production was
decreased compared with the control (95.09 plkg'hr' compared with 121.37 plkg hr' in the
control). The average postharvest lifc of flowers in the best treatment was 4.43 days compared with
2.87 days of the control.



