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THE REFORMATION OF THE SANGHA OF THAILAND DURING THE
EARLY RATANAKOSINDRA PERIOD : A CASE STUDY OF EMERGENCE
OF THE DHAMMAYUTTIKA NIKAYA

PHRAMAHA PHAKDEE KHANTAWAT 4836779 SHCR/M

M.A.(COMPARATIVE RELIGION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTE : PATHOMPONG BODHIPRASIDDHINAND,
DPhil, SARINTIP SATHEERASILAPIN, M.A.

ABSTRACT

Objectives of this documentary research are (1) to study King Rama I'V's motive
for his reformation of the Thai Sangha and (2) to study and analyze roles, influences
and impacts that Dhammayuttika has on the Thai Sangha. Results show that the
motive for the reformation of the Thai Sangha in the early Ratanakosin period
originated from two factors.

Firstly, monks in that period seriously lacked monastic disciplines. They
violated both major and minor monastic rules. Moreover, they simply followed the
acinnakappika practices, i.e. following preceptors' words despite their inaccuracy.
Evidence for this was clearly found in Royal Decrees, Sangha Laws, Annals, etc.

Secondly, monks could not study the Tipitaka properly. Evidence shows that
during the war, the Sangha administration became weak. Monks did not have an
opportunity to study the Pali Canon properly. Many texts were destroyed and
available texts were written in old alphabets such as Khmer. Preceptors did not take
care of their co-resident pupils, and the latter did not serve the former either. Thus,
most monks did not know even basic monastic practices such as Bindu and
Paccavekkhana. Meanwhile, theistic beliefs from Hinduism and superstition became
influential. Regarding the consequences of the reformation of King Mongkut, it can
be concluded that there were corrections, improvements, and a restoration of the Thai
sangha, and many new Buddhist customs were initiated by him to enhance the
Budhsit traditions and culture. However, both positive and negative criticisms ensued.
The study shows that most negative criticisms stemmed from those who did not study
Mongkut’s social contexts well enough to judge him.

It is recommended that a further study be conducted to find out about Vipassana

practice from the Sukhothai period up until the early Ratanakosin period when the
Sangha still suffered enormously from impacts of war time.

KEY WORDS: RELIGIOUS REFORMATION /MAHANIKAYA ORDER/
DHAMMAYUTTIKA ORDER /KING MONGKUT

269 pp.
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“Therefore I beg to ask you for my a single purpose. I desire
to have one lithographic press (instrument of printing on stone ) with
all its compliment or implement. Will you please to obtain for me one
from your country ...”
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THE REFORMATION OF THE SANGHA OF THAILAND DURING THE
EARLY RATANAKOSINDRA PERIOD : A CASE STUDY OF EMERGENCE
OF THE DHAMMAYUTTIKA NIKAYA

PHRAMAHA PHAKDEE KHANTAWAT 4836779 SHCR/M

M.A. (COMPARATIVE RELIGION)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTE: PATHOMPONG BODHIPRASIDDHINAND,
DPhil., SARINTIP SATHEERASILAPIN, M.A.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Background

Religious reformation is one of important religious phenomena that we can
observe in many religions. Religious reformations in each religion have different
causes and characteristics depending on contexts, including religious practice. An
important instance is the one initiated by Martin Luther, which eventually led to
establishment of Protestantism. One of the causes was Luther's disagreement with
practice divergent from the fundamental doctrines. Another instance of reformation
can be found in Brahmanism. It later developed into Hinduism. In Buddhism, the
Sangha divided into 2 groups not long after the Buddha had past away. After the first
Sangha council, a number of monks separated from the main group and formed a sect,
Mahasanghika. The main group later became Theravada. More than a hundred year
later, more divisions occurred. An important motive was disagreements about trivial
disciplines. And five hundred years later, Mahayana was formed. Sathira Bodhinanda
(2514: 111) wrote, "After the fifth B.C., a new movement of Buddhism occurred.
They called themselves, Mahayana. This movement resulted from gradual
development, especially, from Mahasanghika together with a group of laity who
shared the idea that methods of Buddhist propagation should be improved if
Buddhism was to remain. These groups of Buddhists cooperated and established the
school of Mahayana in order to restore the religion. In that period, Mahayana became
a rival of flourishing Brahmanism. Masters developed many teachings to handle
Brahmanism's growing influence so as to reach general people." Sumalee
Mahanarongchai (2546: 12) added, "Buddhism has continuous development because
of influences both internal and external. Brahmanism was an instance of external
influences.”

Religious reformations inevitably led to consequences, either positive or
negative. New sects had different doctrines and practice from the previous ones.
These differences did not only lead to separation among members of the same
religions but also disputes, conflicts, and even violence. On the other hand, the
reformations forced the previously established sects to look back at themselves both
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in doctrinal and practical terms, which often led to internal reformations in order to
preserve their identities and continue in existence.

In the history of Thai Buddhism, there was a major reformation of Sangha in
the early Ratanakosin period. It was initiated by King Rama IV and finally became a
new sect of Sangha, Dhammayuttika. His main motive was his view that practice
based on Acariyasamaya (masters' teachings) was not accurate and strict
(Dhammayuttika Order, 2547: 3). After the King Rama IV's reformation, disputes
were widespread and Dhammayuttika Sect was largely disapproved. Therefore, it is of
great interest as to why these negative consequences followed; what were the
presuppositions underlying this disapproval. This is the main interest of this research.
Pathompong Bodhiprasiddhinanda (2549: 183) makes a sharp remark about this point
as follows.

"These presuppositions deserve a study. However, many books on this (books
that express disapproval) are not written in a proper academic style. The
authors' research methodology is flawed. Despite references, conclusions are
not supported and language is colored. Importantly, academic works...should
delve into the context in which Dhammayuttika arose, and into positive
consequences that the birth of Dhammayuttika sect brought on the older sect
later called, Mahanikaya, especially in educational, practical and
administrative terms. Regarding the criticism that monks in Dhammayuttika
look down on those in the older sect, it should be considered if that is an
individual or collective behavior. As far as | can see, in many cases, they are
hasty generalizations."

The negative attitude of individuals and groups toward Dhammayuttika, |
believe, results from incomplete studies. Understanding is not clear and many details
are overlooked. Especially, not enough attention is paid to thorough reading of King
Rama IV's works. That is an important flaws because questions were well answered in
them. Another problem stems from general Thai Buddhists' lack of understanding in
Buddhist teachings. Moreover, there is no specific research on this matter. There are
only the King Rama IV's works and other researches touching the topic about
Dhammayuttika. Therefore, this thesis aims to study King Rama IV's motives for
reformation and the extent of influences that Dhammayuttika sect has on the Thai
Sangha.

In this research, details will be studied to reach clearer conclusions about the
reformation of Sangha by King Rama IV and roles, e.g. educational and
administrative, that Dhammayuttika has in the Thai Sangha.

2. Objectives
2.1 To study King Rama IV's motive in his reformation of the Thai Sangha

2.2 To study roles, influences and impacts that Dhammayuttika has in the Thai
Sangha
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3. Scope

This is qualitative research to study King Rama IV's motive in his reformation
of the Thai Sangha and influences that Dhammayuttika has in the Thai Sangha on the
basis of primary and secondary sources.

4. Methodology

Based on documentary research, data related to the context of Dhammayuttika
formation and antecendent events, and data related to influences of Dhammayuttika
on the Thai Sangha from past to present are collected from the followings.

4.1 Primary Sources: Tipitakas, King Rama IV's works, Stories of Wat
Bavoranivesvihara Temple, History of Rachadhiwasa, Annals, Royal Decrees, Three-
seals Laws, Sangha Laws, etc.

4.2 Secondary Sources: books, research, theses, journal articles and other
related documents.

5. Expected Benefits

5.1 Understanding about King Rama IV's motive in his reformation of the
Thai Sangha

5.2 Understanding about roles and influences that Dhammayuttika has on the
Thai Sangha as a whole

6. Terminology

Influences: Effective power, power that an individual or a state has that enable
fulfillment of wishes, power that makes others do as one wishes, power that makes
things happen, power beyond one's duty (Thai Royal Academy Dictionary, BC 2542).

Order: Groups under ecclesiastic administration eg. North Order, South Order,
Middle Order, Order of Town-monk, Order of Forest-monks.

Mahanikaya Order: The group of monks that continues from the Sukhothai
period. Its name came after the formation of Dhammayuttika Order.
Vachirayanavaroroj defined that they are "native monks before the rise fo
Dhammayuttikanikaya" (Sangha Affair: 90).

Dhammayuttika Order: The new group of monks formed in the period when
King Rama IV was still a monk during the reign of King Rama Ill. They can also be
called "Dhammayuttika™ or "Dhammayuttikanikaya". Vachirayanavaroroj explained
that they were monks from Mahanikaya who also received ordinations in Mon Order
(Sangha Affair: 10).

Role: Conduct of religious duties or activities related to administration,
education, and propagation.
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7. Results

This research aims to study King Rama IV's motive in his reformation of the
Thai Sangha and to study roles, influences and impacts that Dhammayuttika has in the
Thai Sangha. Results show that King Rama IV was motivated to reform the Sangha
because of the following 2 main reasons.

1. Monks' Lack of Discipline

Before the reformation, monks badly lacked discipline and many violated
monastic rules. After the evasion of Ayuthtaya, King Taksin, the founder of Thonburi,
gathered divisions in order to found the country. Among these divisions, there was
one led by the monk, Phra Fang, whose subordinates comprised both laity and monks.
The monks joined the laity in drinking, killing, and violated other major and minor
disciplinary rules. They also practiced black magic that belonged to Hinduism. After
his success in conquering Phra Fang, King Taksin ordered monks from the north to
prove that they were pure by walking on fire or long diving. These methods showed
the influence of Hinduism. After the reign of King Taksin during the reigns of King
Rama I-111, many monks were still found to lack discipline and violate monastic rules.
Even monks of higher ranks were found to have children. Since King Rama IV had
deeply studied the Tipitakas, Commentaries and Sub-commentaries, he was aware
that monks then practiced "Acinnakappika" ie. following words of preceptors, not
those in the Tipitakas. They were full of "Summohavohara™ ie. unfounded words.
Sanghakamma, acts or ceremony performed by a chapter of monks assembled in
solemn conclave, was not strictly observed. Uposathakamma, bi-weekly recitation of
Vinaya, was performed only in some temples with a small number of participants. As
the king wrote in his Twelve-months Royal Ceremonies on page 45: "...such as
Uposathakamma that was formerly ignored. Monks, though staying in the temples,
might or might not participate. Only half performed it. Mahapavara that was
previously ignored, performed in a small number of temples..."

Another clear indicator of monks' lacking discipline is the flaws of
Sanghakamma ie. Vipatti 4 (or the 4 Failures). First, it is Vatthuvipatti. That is, people
who received ordination were not qualified. Second, it is Simavipatti. That is, the area
of Sanghakamma was not right. Third, it is Parisavipatti. That is, the meeting
conditions (eg. quorum) were not met. Finally, it is Kammavacavipatti. That is,
monks did not have the right chanting. His deep knowledge in the scriptures informed
him that Simas, consecrated areas, were not correctly established. He also knew that
monk's pronunciation in chanting was not accurate because the Thai Sangha was
related to the Sri Lankan and the Burmese Sanghas who had a problem in
pronunciation when chanting.

2. Monk's Low Education and Inaccessible Scriptures

After the loss of Ayuthaya until the reign of King Rama I, it can be said that
monks did not receive education at all because of the circumstance of extended war
time. Thais and Burmese had around 50 battles. Moreover, in such circumstance,
many scriptures and treatises were lost. The remaining texts were written in Kmer.
Education, which was then mainly carried out orally, was possible only for those who
stayed with a small number of knowledgeable masters whose number was reduced
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because some had been captured as prisoners of war. Most monks then did not
understand about rules they should observe. King Rama Il requested for the supreme
patriarch to compose his instruction to distribute to monks all over the country. In that
instruction, it was mentioned that there were so many monks who violated monastic
rules. Many never knew about Parisuthisila 4, Paccavekkana and Atitapaccavekkana,
Patikulapaccavekkana. Preceptors did not do their duty of training. Many monks
therefore did not know proper conduct, monastic rules, ways of taking care of robes
and bowls. They violated the rules on daily basis. Their ignorance about Parisuthisila,
Paccavekkan, etc. clearly shows their failure especially in educational terms because
these are what monks are supposed to learn before anything else. It is monks'
obligation to study about teachings and monastic rules so as to have the right conduct.
It can be seen tha the kings from the reign of King Taksin on supported monk's
education.

(1) In the period of Thonburi, King Taksin ordered that copies of scriptures
lost during the war be made and kept in the city. He also had copies of teaching about
Trisikka made and distributed to monks even though it should have been monks who
educated laity.

(2) In the reign of King Rama I, there was a sanghiti. He also asked questions
as a way to encourage monks to study the doctrines and monastic rules. The situation
of monks' education continued from the reign of King Taksin. Therefore, in the
Sangha Laws, it was prescribed that preceptors who failed to teach or call a meeting
of monks in order to give training in a ten-year period would be given severe
punishment.

(3) In the reign of King Rama Il, the situation of education continued from the
previous reign. It was still in the rehabilitation period despite the royal support. Laws
were issued to control monks' behavior and to compel them to study doctrines and
rules. In the Sangha Laws, B.C. 1175, it was mentioned that some monks did not
observe the monastic rules, study doctrines or meditation. To sum up, violation of
monastic rules was still widespread and the Sangha was still lowly educated.

(4) Early in the reign of King Rama Ill, education did not reach all monks,
especially those in the provinces. In one of Sunthorn Phu's work, it was mentioned
that monks in the provinces played rattan balls, gambled, and had cock fighting. In the
city, although monks were educated, the education system continued from the
previous reign. It was later improved by King Rama IV.

3. King Rama IV's Reformation

In his reformation, King Rama IV correct, improve and restore practice and
tradition as follows.

(1) Uposathakamma: He had the Dhammayuttika strictly observe this. Monks
in Dhammayuttika Order must participate in the recitation of fundamental precepts
every forth night.

(2) Pavaranakamma: He set a model by regular practice from the day of
ordination until the last day of his life. The Dhammayuttika Sangha has carried on the
practice until now.

(3) Confession: Members of Dhammayuttika must confess the wrongs they
committed to show the feeling of guilt and never repeat the wrongs again.
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(4) Addition of rites: He adapted some rites from Hinduism for monks to
perform. He composed some Pali additions and had monks play some roles in the
rites.

(5) Restoring education and Vipassana practice: He had a temple constructed
to provide a place for Vipassana practice. That temple was then called, "Wat Nok,"
which is known today as "Wat Samorai”. The practice was strictly in line with the
Tipitakas. He composed many texts on Vipassana practice, which resulted in wide
mediation practice in the present such as that found among the followers of Luang
Poo Mun.

(6) Restoring the practice of morning-evening worship: He composed the
chanting verses for morning-evening worship, which are chanted until now among
monks both in Mahanikaya and Dhammayuttika. However, this tradition had been
practiced before his reformation but not on regular basis. There had also been no
precise schedule and procedure.

(7) Initiating regular practice of chanting after morning-evening chanting: He
chose suttas in Anguttaranikaya and had them rehearsed everyday except on the
Buddhist holy day. He trained monks to have correct pronunciation.

(8) Initiating regular practice of hearing a sermon on Savana day: This practice
had been around before but without procedure and not on regular basis. King Rama
IV re-established it and prescribed as regular practice in Dhammayuttika Order
performed on every Buddhist holy day.

(9) Restoring and composing verses for chanting on Visakhapuja day: This
day had long been ignored from Sukhothai period on. It was later restored in the reign
of King Rama Il but was not yet popular.

(10) Restoring the ceremony of Athamipuja day: He restored it after his
revival of Visakhapuja and also composed chanting verses for the occasion. It was
first held at Wat Bavaranivesvihara Temple only.

(11) Improving the procedure of robe offering: He improved the procedure so
that it conformed to the Buddha's permission as recorded in the Tipitas.

(13) Preservation of practice continuing from the time of the Lord Buddha

4. King Rama IV's Innovations

Apart from improvement and restoration, King Rama IV started new things as
follows.

(1) Maghapuja day: This had never been before as indicated in King Rama V's
writing, "Formerly, there was no Maghapuja ceremony. It was formally intiated in the
reign of King Rama IV."

(2) Printing press: There had never been a printing press that was run by a
Thai and to serve Buddhism before. Christians already had theirs. His establishment
of a printing press benefited Thai education system. Many book both Thai and Pali
were printed and this press later became Mahamakutrajavidayalaya University Press
with an aim to print books on Buddhism and distributed them to education institutions
and general public.

(3) Works: He composed works on Buddhism with references from the
Tipitakas; he also issued announcements and the Sangha affair. His works can be
divided into 4 groups: 1) compositions such as chanting verses, 2) writings on
Buddhist teaching, 3) monastic letters, and 4) miscellaneous writings.
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5. Impacts and Influences on the Sangha

5.1 Negative Impacts

King Rama IV's reformation gave rise to many negative impacts. Before that,
there had never been any reformation in Thailand. Moreover, since it was new, it was
subject to close observation and criticisms. In the beginning, King Rama 1V could do
things at his will since he was among those from the older order. It was later that he
won many followers. Yet, in the beginning, these monks of the new order faced
difficulties. Even today, they still face criticisms from scholars and general public
because of inadequate information or bias. Main criticisms are as follows.

(1) Dhammayuttika monks consider that those in Mahanikaya lack discipline
and so disdain them.

(2) Dhammayuttika monks claim that those in Mahanikaya do not receive
correct ordination by the standard of the Vinaya.

(3) Dhammayuttika monks do not allow those from Mahanikaya to join their
monastic activities in Uposathakamma.

(4) Dhammayuttika monks have an ill will because they do not help those in
Mahanikaya improve their practice even though they see that the Mahanikaya monks
are wrong.

(5) Dhammayuttka monks can govern those in Mahanikaya but not vice versa.

These are only some of the criticisms. They are here presented because they
are severe and most heard of.

5.2 Positive Impacts

Despite disagreement and criticism, the reformation brings about many
benefits on the ecclesiastic administration, education, practice and customs as
witnessed in the present. Here are the summary of these benefits.

(1) The reformation made the Sangha review their practice so that it is more in
line with the Vinaya and try to improve many things such as observance of monastic
rules, Uposathakamma and Pavaranakamma.

(2) The reformation gave rise to serious religious education, especially
regarding the doctrines and monastic rules.

(3) Ceremonies and traditions were revived.

(4) The first Buddhist printing press was established and still operates today.

(5) A new form of sermon arose.

(6) The Thai Sangha developed relationship with Sanghas in other countries.

(7) A lot of lost scriptures were restored.

(8) The Thai Tipitakas was developed by his initiation.

(9) Books from the printing press were widespread and made the religion more
accessible for laity.

(10) Ways of practice such as morning-evening chanting are still performed
today and clear schedules and procedures are there to follow.

(11) Royal ceremonies that were formerly based on Hinduism have more
Buddhist elements.

(12) Doctrinal and meditation studies were restored on the basis of the
Tipitakas. Now, the practice of meditation is widespread not only in the country but in
other countries as well.
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(13) The Thai Sangha was freed from administration by laity as it had been
from the Ayuthaya period.
(14) Ecclesiastic administration had clear regulation under the Sangha Act.

8. Recommendations

This research focused on the reformation of the Thai Sangha on the basis of
data that cover the period from the loss of Ayuthaya until early Ratanakosin. All
evidences pointed out how weak the education and practice of the monks in that
period were. There were a very small number of monks who had the right practice.
Therefore, 1 would like to recommend a further study on the extent of Vipassana
practice during that period. It is of interest to know what school of practice there
were, what methods they used and whether these methods are similar to those in the
Tipitakas and developed in the reformation by King IV.
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