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Abstract 224479

The purpose of this research is to study the on-line electronic term paper (ETP)
procedure for Art Appreciation course in higher education level. The research
framework concised of 1) ETP definition, 2) softwares selection and study 3) ETP
developing 4) ETP follow up 5) ETP evaluation. This study was conducted in Art
Appreciation class at Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University during first
semester academic year 2004. A hundred sixty three undergraduate students were
participated.

The research instrument consisted of two major components. First component
was hardware and softwares. The hardware component consisted of Chulalongkorn
University computer network called Chulanet and computer server, which operated
virtual classroom program called Blackboard. The second component was documentary
part, consisted of (a) ETP softwares criteria (b) ETP evaluation form and (c) students
satisfaction questionnaire. There were a hundred sixty three students who handed in
their ETP and a hundred fifty three students answer the questionnaire.

The procedure of making ETP consisted of 5 steps as follow;

1. Define ETP: It included the objective of making ETP, knowledge of electronic
presentation and theoretical background, the impact and advantage of using Information
and communication Technology (ICT) in Art Appreciation, usage of the virtual classroom
program - Blackboard, and sample of selected ETP projects in Art Appreciation course.

2. Presentation softwares selection and study; It involved both instructor and
students. Instructor selected 13 presentation softwares. Then, students chose the
softwares to work with and made acquaint within 8 weeks.

3. Developing ETP: In order to develop ETP, there were 5 steps to follow. The
students must complete each step before enter to next step. Each step had different
time limit. They were (1) chosen term paper topic, (2) out line of term paper structure,
(3) 30% completed project, (4) 70% completed project, and (5) presented the complete
work. All projects were handed in by posting on electronic discussion board.

4. Follow up: It consisted of instructor’s critique which was done along each
developing step of the ETP. Instructor critique students’ works via electronic discussion
board.

5. ETP evaluation: The evaluation consisted of 2 parts. First part was students’
critique. The students chose three topics of ETP, which posted on electronic discussion
board. Then the students critiqued the ETP under the instructor supervision. The
second part was the instructor’s critique and evaluation. The instructor used ETP
evaluation form to score the ETP.

It found that introducing students to on-line ETP in Art Appreciation class could
encourage students to use on-line art resources such as art museums and art web sites
in their studies. Students found it was convenient to work on digital procedure, which
was inclusive task and end up to an electronic presentation. It was also increase their
bibliographies by using searching machines in WWW. Students realized that ETP
assignment improved their organization skill. They were also able to apply ETP to their
works. Handing in the on-line project step by step helped students to develop ETP
easier than hand in the completed work at the end of semester. EPT criticizing via web
board help student to improve his/her work. However, problems of making ETP that
students encountered were (a) transporting file from outside the university’s LAN require
extra time due to their large presentation files size, (b) lacking of knowledge and skill
about digital images organizing.

The research suggested that, higher education institutes should put budget into
ICT development as first priority. In order ETP to work, instructor should consider
student’s readiness in computer literacy and computer graphic skill. Students can
plagiarize via on-line sources, therefore, electronic inspection should be used to
evaluate the project. Instructor should encourage students to supplement their search
by field study or interviewing. In addition, higher education institutes should aiso
provide information searching skill course in their curriculums, in order to develop
student’s fast and accurate searching. '






