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ABSTRACT
Social media has played a vital role in people’s lives in modern society
and created a great wave of cultural influence. Net-idol has recently been an
emerging social phenomenon as a consequence of such online participative social

interactions, and the impact, however, reaches out and affected all the members of
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society, especially the youth. As this occurrence develops, an illusion has also been
absorbed: reaching the net-idol status was a crucial step towards success.

This article aims at drawing attention to this societal impact of the net-idol
in the context of Thailand’s media consumption by highlighting two case studies.
The cases are the reflection of the net-idol fanatical. Moreover, the author poses a
concern on Thai youth’s social, economic, psychological wellbeing which is
affected by the illusive net-idol ideology.

Keywords: net-idol, celebrity, social capital, social media, culture
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