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THAI FRAGRANCES : A CASE STUDY OF PIYACHANOK THAI WISDOM
INFORMATION CENTER IN NAKHON PATHOM

NITIRAT BOONRUANG 4636675 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : PORNTHIP USUPARAT B.A.M.A,,

APINYA BUASUANG B.A,M.A., LAKANA DAORATANAHONG B.A., M.A,,
Doctorat de 'EHESS, RUENGDET PANKHUENKHAT B.B. (Bachelor of
Buddhism) B.A.,M.A.,Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to study the history of Thai fragrance and its
production process, as well as how old wisdom is passed from generation to
generation and stays alive in the now fast-changing world. With the Piyachanok Thai
Wisdom Information Center as a case study, the research uses participant observation
to collect the data.

Thais have long turned fragrant plants into fragrance. Over a long time, Thai
fragrance has thus become a part of Thai culture. However, its role and importance
have changed in response to different economic, social, natural and cultural contexts in
each different period.

According to the research findings, the Piyachanok Thai Wisdom
Information Center was established to conserve and pass on Thai-Dam old wisdom.
The centre also focuses on encouraging local people to turn local natural resources and
old wisdom into sellable products so that they can strengthen their community. With
the support from the Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Information Center, local people now
see their community transforming into a cultural attraction. Piyachanok fragrance is

a product on sale there, and it shows how Thai fragrance can fit into today's world.

KEY WORDS: THAI FRANGRANCE/ PITYACHANOK THAI WISDOM
INFORMATION CENTER/ THAI WISDOM

154 pp.
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THAI FRAGRANCES : A CASE STUDY OF PIYACHANOK THAI WISDOM
INFORMATION CENTER IN NAKHON PATHOM

NITIRAT BOONRUANG 4636675 LCCS/M

M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE : PORNTHIP USUPARAT B.A.M.A.
APINYA BUASUANG B.A,M.A., LAKANA DAORATANAHONG B.A., M.A,,
Doctorat de 'EHESS, RUENGDET PANKHUENKHAT B.A.,M.A.,PH.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Rationale and significations of the Study

Fragrance in human societies is known for thousands of years. At the
beginning, the things giving fragrance are from flowers, leaves, raisins, woods, also
spices and herbs. We inhaled good smell of those things when put them on the body,
or soaked them in water, and bathing is a method of odor stability. Nowadays these

processes are improved in different societies.

Legends of scent usage indicated that in the old time perfumes came from
the burning of incense and aromatic herbs used in religious services, that was praying
to show respects to gods. The Egyptians were the first who used perfume by piercing
and well mixing fragrant raisins and barks together, then burning them, and praying to
gods and goddess. Thus, it is believed that fragrance burning was the first way of scent

use.

Even Thai perfume uses are not well developed as some nations but Thai

fragrance legends are in Thai society more than 700 years ago. The Thais have known
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how to use fragrant plants and herbs in making good smell in house, or used them as

ingredients of daily food. This proves Thai wisdom in fragrance use.

Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Inform Centre, located at Moo 9, Don Yaihom
Sub-district, Muang District, Nakhonpathom Province, is founded to conserve
ancestral knowledge and the art of handicraft. The founders also want their
descendants continue this valuable heritage and try to help the villagers find work in
their home town. Nevertheless, the Center have to keep some knowledge about Thai
perfume recipes as secret. They have also studied other recipes from different places.
Thus, this improves the traditional methods and gets better products, and these
products can be sold as souvenirs for the tourists. Then, the founder has developed the

centre as a visiting place for the tourists and as an educational point for everyone.

The wisdom on production of the Piyachanok Center reflects cultural and
social chronological changes, including tourism development in the community. The
studies are focused on how the products are traditionally done, the way the Center
applies traditional knowledge and talents in producing fragrant objects, and the
adaptation of new methods to make unique products for the Center. Moreover, the
studies are also done on how the traditional knowledge is transferred to the founder’s
descendants, and how the Center has become one of the most amazing tourist centre of

Nakhonpathom Province.

Research Methodology

Qualitative research with analytical description is mainly used in this study.
Documentary research is done on the history of fragrance and perfume uses in ancient
societies and in Thailand. Field research is done at Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Inform
Centre by the method of participant observation which provides the researcher direct
experiences concerning steps of producing the fragrant products. In-depth interview of
the personal of Piyachanok Centre is equally done. Thus, combining all of two parts

together, the data is analysed and interpreted by cultural anthropological visions.
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Result of the study

Thai fragrance is not new comer to Thai society, nor only simply
traditional useful proposes but it is an unique exclusive handicraft originated by
gathering and creating their knowledge. Collection of plant flower, aromatic plants,
herbs and application on the method that are the ways to make their pleasure for their
life. So aroma is the final result of the educational process shown on the products that

begin from the thought and human handicraft creation.

In old Thai society, fragrance is not only used in daily life but also used as
a cosmetic. It is also the cosmetic products to make up the beauty. However fragrant
uses are not fundamental needs but it is a cultural creation and handicraft for their
pleasure. Moreover these means richness of its culture and its natural resource in the
country. Thus the way of Thai life and perfume are jointly united and it is

continuously bound almost of life.

Although perfume is generally used, the method of production are known
only in high society and royal court. The procedure, the ingredient and the quality of
raw material which are important for fragrance are kept in secret and taught limitedly
in some group of people. Moreover, some of scent were used only between them such

as Thai scented perfume, Kra Jea Jun (Powder).

By the way, there were some changes in Thai culture that decades Thai
fragrant role cause of the relationship between the foreigners and Thai people during
the reign of RAMA V. These changes that affected Thai scent product consumption
was originally began in Thai royal court. After the cultural relation between the
Westerns and the Orientals Thai people had applied occidental culture into their life. It
was advantage that Thai aromatic products mixed with alcoholic extract were more
stable odour. On the other side, occidential culture affects the taste of fashion on
perfume consumption. It means that Thai aromatic products are decades its role and it
was not more popular in Thai society. The products were limited, thus, some technics,

secret recipe and methods were disappeared. As well as Thai life was along with Thai
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scent but nowadays it is used only during the festivals or some holy celebration as new

home inauguration or sorrowful ceremony like cremation.

Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Inform Centre is founded to conserve the
knowledge of Thai Dam Minority, to propagandize their wisdom that would be along
with Thai society. Moreover, the governmental policy objects to develop and stable
the community by participation, employment and cost accommodation the local
resources. After opening as a tourist centre, Thai traditional knowledge as medical
products became the local wages and incomes for the community as well as there are
social changes as economy and culture but the Wisdom Center proves the eternal

existence to Thai products.

The management and production of the centre are experimentally made as
family. Children and Adults participate these activities. The wages are spread to all

community.

The products of the Wisdom Center including Curcuma powder (Turmeric
Powder), Beauty powder, Bunch of Powder, Thai Scented Perfume, Thai Eau de
Cologne , Benzoin joss- stick, Coconut balm, Fragrant Candle, and Coconut orange
inhalant are recreated from traditional knowledge on the plants and the technic on the
production. The exchanges between the visitors and maker improves its products, its
advantages as herbs and spices inhalant, peel of bergamot inhalant, bergamot
shampoo, 2 odour bee wax (betle and lotus root), coconut essence based on the

balance between the local material raw sans local economy.

The succession of the method on fragrant production is limited only

between relatives because the methods mean expensive cost.

Otherwise, internal social relationship is friendly and helpfully to the
community as the exchanges their news and waging. On other side, external
relationship illustrates document exchanges between the visitors, tourist centre and the

exhibition.
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Conclusion

After the case study of Thai fragrance, the result of the case study and
educational analyses, perceiving the role of Thai fragrant wisdom, cause and reason of

Thai aromatic existence could conclude that;

Thai fragrance is a unique treasure of Thai culture It represent Thai
knowledge creation, reflection on their though and observation. It becomes useful
system through handiwork. Thai scents that are along with Thai society for long time
ago have been used as cosmetic and ingredient in the kitchen. It is the art of handicraft
to make the pleasure, mental enhancement, representation of richness of culture and
also refit on natural resource. That the reasons Thai people know to adjust and apply
their knowledge to their life. It involves their belief, culture representing on the
celebration, cultural activity and hand making creation. This is the wisdom selection to

principally mental pleasure.

Thai aromatic production is a real science and authentic art. To get the best
product is as sciential experiments with uncountable tries on each step to get the best
odour, colour and identical taste of the day that shattered to many recipes succeeded to
generation by generation. In mention of treatment, Thai perfume is one of art. The
odour of the scent is a kind to relax and mentally treat, cause of its stimulation of
nervous system. This is known that Thai ancestors created an unique perfume and

more than that for Thai women charming beauty.

Piyachanok Wisdom Center has shown their wisdom on the production as
souvenirs and gifts after opening the wisdom center as tourist centre. The products are
more attractive with new design. The management and production are mainly made by
family. This is a simply sample on local application on natural resource and Thai

fragrance is representation to fulfill their wisdom value.
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Recommendations

The research on Thai Fragrance: A Case Study of Piyachanok Thai
Wisdom Learning Center has come up with knowledge and understanding of Thai-
fragrance production process. Also, it has provided a glimpse into Thai Dam ways of
life and culture. The researcher thus would like to recommend that future researches
be conducted on the Thai Dam community's tourism management and other forms of

its arts such as woven items or houses.

Despite some limitations in the research on Thai Fragrance: A Case
Study of Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Learning Center, the researcher is confident that
the research findings give useful information that can be applied to the promotion of
Thai wisdom, community development and promotion of tourism in each local area.
The Piyachanok Thai Wisdom Information Center, after all, can be a good model
based on which other centers are to be developed with aim to strengthen communities

with similar cultural, social and economic context.
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