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Background & objective : Immediate hypersensitivity reactions to iodinated conirast
media (ICM) remain a significant problem for both the physicians and the patients involved. The
objective of our study was to determine prevaience, characteristics of patients who experienced
immediate hypersensitivity reactions due to ICM and role of skin tests for the diagnosis of the

reactions.

Methods : We analyzed data of the patients who had a history of immediate
hypersensitivity reactions due to iodinated ICM in King Chulalongkorn University Hospital
(KCMH) between 2006-2008. Skin tests were performed in selected patients by prick and

intradermal method using 8 available iodinated contrast media in Thailand.

Results : Prevalence of immediate hypersensitivity reactions in KCMH was 0.56%
(0.53% for mild reactions and 0.03% for severe reactions). Most patients had mild reactions and
responded well to treatments. Positive skin tests were observed in 23.8% of selected patients by

IDT and more prevalent in the patients who had severe reactions or angioedema due to ICM.

Conclusion : Skin testing may have diagnostic value in the patients who experienced

immediate hypersensitivity reactions due to ICM.





