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The right of self-determination was originally @ norm of international law in the
context of decolonization. It was later used widely in another area, inter alia, human
rights, especially by indigenous peoples. These peoples suffered from the
colonization and the invading by States, causing them to lose their land, identity and
culture. Therefore, they tried to declare their right to self-determination in order to
have their own autonomy, maintain their identity and their way of life, but not

secession. Hence, this thesis aims to clarify that indigenous peoples have the right to

self-determination or not.

Following the study, the author has found that nowadays indigenous peoples’
self-determination has already been accepted as a part of intemational law. The
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is the instrument
confirming that indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. However,
this declaration is not legally binding. Thus, member States of the United Nations
should look for the special measures in order that the principles and purposes of the

Declaration shall be achieved.





