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Abstract

The changes of the society in Ubon Ratchathani (1892-1977) aims to study
the followings:

1. Politics, economics, social and culture of Ubon Ratchathani city from 1892 — 1977.

2. Internal and external factors influencing the continuous development of
Ubon Ratchathani city.

3. The roles of the Civil Society Leaders in developing the local politics,

economics, social and culture from 1892-1977.

Results of this study are:
1) The geographical position and location of Ubon Ratchathani is suitable
for building a city and community from ancient to the present time.

1.1) There are many ethnic groups in the society of Ubon Ratchathani
such as: Kuai, Suai, Kha, Bru, Kula, Vietnamese, Chinese that are building a community.

1.2) Political development are developed by the society and the culture
of the ethnic groups with the relationship of the central authority in Bangkok.

1.3) Mode of production have changed from the era of the barter
system to the present trading period due to the geographical location of natural
resources on the riverside such as the Mun, Chi and Mekong rivers and their branches
as well as race that are related to the local society, culture and the central authority
of Bangkok.

2) Factors concerning the changes of the society in Ubon Ratchathani
(1892-1977):

2.1 ) These factors (1892 to 1922) were: first — the local policy was not
efficient; second - influence of French imperialism in Indochina. These two factors
caused the reformation in 1892 and influenced the change of the policy of the local
officials to government officials in order to unite with the Kingdom.

2.2) From 1922 to 1977 another two factors were involved. First, due to
politics in 1922, the status of local officials were changed to gsovernment by the Thai

Constitution. The second factor concerned to external politics: The World War I
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(1941-1945) and The Vietnam War (1963-1975) which have changed the mode of
trading from the barter system to free trading as per demand and supply in the rural
society; this was reflected by the development of Chayangkul Road.

3) The changed of Ubon Ratchathani society (1892-1977) could be represented
in two periods:

3.1) The reformation period from 1892 — 1922 consisted of three groups.
First, the local leaders of the society became the assistants of the Royal Officials
from Bangkok. Second, The Royal Officials from Bangkok were Praya Srisinghathep
and his four sons who have changed the system of collection of taxes, administration,
logistics according to the published policy from Bangkok. Third, the representatives of
the Royal government which is the central power from Bangkok consist of: Royal
Highness Kromlouang Pichitpreechakorn and Royal Highness Kromlouang Sanpasittiprasons.
They have changed the local status of Ubon Ratchathani to the United Kingdom of
the State.

3.2) The reformation period from 1892 — 1922 were divided into three groups:
first, members of the house of representative especially: Thongin Puripat, Fong Sittitham,
Leang Chaiyakarn who introduced Ubon Ratchathani to the parliament of the Thai
government to assist in the modernization of Ubon Ratchathani province. Second,
influence of foreigners such as the Japanese soldiers during the World War Il (1941-
1945), the American soldiers during the period of Vietnam War (1963-1975) which
changed Chayangkul Road from military strategy road to a business center road.
And third, the Chinese that helped to build the railway (1930) and during the construction
of Chayangkul Road (1924-1975). They were the ones who had influenced the changes
of the era of barter to the present style of trading.



