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ABSTRACT

Thailand still imports fruits and vegetables even though the country has an
abundant amount of them. There are many factors including price and consumers’
preferences that cause this to happen. These imports could affect fruit and vegetable
growers in Thailand in the future when imported fruits and vegetables are cheaper.

This paper adopts the experimental method called the ‘nth price auctjon’ in
order to elicit the willingness to pay (WTP) of Thai consumers toward fruits and
vegetables, which come from different countries. Sixty subjects participated n this
experiment. Fruits and vegetables used in this experiment included strawberries, kiwis
and carrots which were from China, the United States, New Zealand, Japan, and
Thailand. These five countries have a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Thailand,
except the United States for which this process is under negotiation. FTA (would
eliminate the trade barrier which would intensify the price competition.

The results showed that WTP of fruits and vegetables grown in Thailand
and imported from China are not different. Therefore, Thai fruit and vegetable
growers should set a lower price. On the other hand, WTP of fruits and vegetables

imported from the United States, New Zealand, and Japan are on the same level.
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