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ABSTRACT

This study has three main objectives: 1) to construct a composite index of economic
security of the Thai elderly in 2002 and 2007; 2) to investigate the change of economic
security levels in 2002 and 2007 and 3) to examine the determinants of economic security
among the Thai elderly in both years. Descriptive and binary logistic regression were used to
analyze data from two data sets of the 2002 and 2007 Survey of Older Persons in Thailand for
examining the determinants of economic security.

The main findings of this study are that the economic security composite index
comes from three sources; the most important source is self financial support, followed by
government support, and finally family support. Almost all (about 60%) of the Thai elderly
have economic security for both years although in 2007 it was a little less likely than in 2002.
Determinants of economic security were socio-demographic factors (young old (60-69 years),
being male, having higher education, living in rural and southern regions), some health factors
(physical functionality and chronic illness), and family factors (living with a non relative)
were statistically significant (at 99.99 % confidence interval).

Thus the elderly should prepare specific financial and health self support as well
as family support. The government should design employment policies for the elderly to support
themselves and policies to support the oldest old (80 years and over) and poor health who are

economically vulnerable.
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