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ABSTRACT

In recent years, a large number people from Myanmar have entered
Thailand to search for better economic opportunity. Often, the migrant workers come
with family including children. Children of migrant workers, particularly those with
no legal status, are often unable to access their basic human rights, particularly the
right to basic education. The purpose of this study was to determine if the migrant
children are able to access the right to education which, in principle, is ensured by the
Thailand Education for All policy.

Semi-structured qualitative interviews were conducted with 40 migrant children
and 16 migrant parents/guardians, as well as 27 educators in Thai and migrant schools in the
Mae Sot District of Tak province, where there is a high concentration of migrant workers.
Supplementary interviews were conducted with workers at local Thai education authorities
and NGOs in order to verify and supplement the information about the situation of migrant
children and availability of education for them in the research area.

The most important findings of this study are as follows: Thailand has
comprehensive legislation and relevant regulations that should work to ensure the
enjoyment of educational opportunity for all migrant children. While education fees
and four other main direct costs of schooling have been subsidized by the government
under the current law and regulations, there are other direct and indirect costs which
parents have to pay to enable their children to have access to the Thai state school.
This financial burden has a strong negative impact on migrant children since the
proportion of their expenses is quite high compared to their low family income. In
many circumstances the only option available for these poor migrant families is to find
the cheapest education available, or keep their children out of school. Additionally, the
language of instruction and the curriculum in the Thai school are not familiar to
migrant children and their families which often discourage migrant children from
enrolling in Thai state school.

The migrant schools provide an alternative and crucial option for the
education of migrant children. Up until now, however, there has been no legislation
that provides legal recognition of these schools. The irregular status of these schools
poses a significant challenge to their operation as well as the enjoyment of the right to
education of migrant children.
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