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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to examine the effectiveness of five
communicative tasks in improving the English speaking proficiency of Mattayomsuksa 6
students in Nongbuapittayakarn School with the standard criteria 80/80, 2) to compare the
differences between the English speaking proficiency results for each communicative task,
and 3) to investigate the students’ attitudes towards the five communicative tasks.

This study was based on a One group experimental research design that
employed quantitative methods. The sample was 25 Mattayomsuksa 6 students in
Nongbuapittayakarn School in the second semester of the academic year 2010 using
purposive selection. The research instruments were: 1) ten lesson plans using the five
communicative tasks including Jigsaw, Information-gap, Decision-making, Problem-
solving, and Opinion-exchange, 2) a speaking proficiency test, and 3) a students’ attitude
questionnaire. Statistics used in this study were Percentage, Mean, t-test for dependent,
One-Way ANOVA and Least Significant Difference (LSD).

The findings of this study revealed that:

1. The effectiveness of the five communicative tasks on students’ English speaking
proficiency could be ranked respectively: 1) Information-gap (80.70/92.50), 2) Jigsaw
(81.00/86.00), 3) Problem-solving (80.00/80.50), 4) Decision-making (81.30/79.50)



and 5) Opinion-exchange (82.60 / 70.50). Among the five communicative tasks, the
Information-gap task showed most effective gains.

2. Students’ English speaking proficiency results for each communicative task was
significantly different at the .01 level.

3. Students gained positive attitudes towards the five communicative tasks at the
good level. Thus, the five communicative tasks can improve students’ English speaking

proficiency.
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