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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to 1) explore the current situations and expected
situation of the critical thinking enhancement for nursing students in state institutes of
Thailand; 2) develop the critical thinking enhancement strategy for nursing students in
state institutes; and 3) examine the implementation results of the selected critical
thinking enhancement strategy for nursing students in state institutes. The population of
this research consisted of 1,049 people in nursing state institutes. The samples were
systematically and purposively selected, consisted of 8 academic administrators, 224
nursing instructors, 366 third and fourth year nursing students. Data were collected
conducted by using questionnaires, evaluation form, interviewing form and SWOT
analysis form. Frequency distribution, percentage, means, dependent t test, x%, SWOT

analysis were applied to analyze the collected data relating to the research objectives.

The research results were found that the expected situations on enhancing the critical
thinking were significantly higher than those of the current situations. Strategies to
enhance critical thinking for nursing students consisted of 1) teaching and learning
management focusing on critical thinking enhancing for nursing students; 2)
development and management with factors of teaching and learning for critical thinking;
3) instructors’ development capacity for teaching nursing students to enhance critical

thinking for the nursing students. The testing results indicated that the average score of



nursing process was appropriate and reflective with critical thinking skills, and
satisfaction as being given by the instructor group and nursing student group
thinking; and 4) promoting and supporting elements for nursing students to be critical
thinkers. The strategies were developed and tested with the results of integrated
nursing process with scaffolding and concept mapping techniques to enhance critical

Conclusion: the finding of this research was different from another previous researches
in clarification aspect on systematical practical strategies. The elements of strategies
were included strategy on contributing factors, for instance, management, role of
administrators, etc. and process to drive strategy obviously which was critical thinking

enhancement for nursing students practically and successfully.
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STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY

This study is focused on all aspects of strategies to enhance critical thinking which are
covered roles of administrator, instructors, students and contributing factors
management. The results of this study are emphasized that the development of nursing
students’ critical thinking should not be focused on only promoting students, but it is
also involved to other aspects. In addition, it is necessary to have key leader to
coordinate and to be change agent obviously and should have guideline, check,

evaluation and report continuously for the successful strategies.

In the past decade, nursing educators stated how importance of critical thinking in nurse
professions and many researches were conducted about critical thinking. Anyway,
those researches results were apart aspects of critical thinking. No conclusion for how

strategies for critical thinking enhancement for nursing students should be look like.

| hereby declare that this thesis and the work reported herein was composed by and
originated entirely from me. Information derived from the published and unpublished
work of others has been acknowledged in the text and references are given in the list of

sources.



