ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This thesis would not have been possible without the help of many people in
Sancharurn Village, especially the Mien informants (4 herbalists, 58 non-specialist
informants, and 30 postpartum women), village leaders, and the teachers from

Sancharurn School.

My sincere appreciation is extended to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Panee Sirisa-ard, my
major advisor, for her valuable advice and encouragement throughout the course of

my study.

My special thanks are due to Prof. Dr. Tran Cong Khanh from The Centre for
Research and Development of Ethno-medicinal Plants (CREDEP), Vietnam, for his
valuable guidance. Dr. Sinth Sarobol, Assoc. Prof. Waraporn Pananvalee of the
examinating committee, and my co- supervisors, Dr. Tran Van On, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Surapol Natakankitkul, and Assist. Prof. Dr. Sunee Chansakaow are thanked for their

recommendations to fulfill my thesis.

Special thanks are also expressed to J. F. Maxwell, plant taxonomist from the
CMU Herbarium, Chiang Mai University, the taxonomists from Queen Sirikit Botanic
Garden (QSBG), Thailand, and certain individuals from the Hanoi University of

Pharmacy, Vietnam who helped in the identification of the plants.

Sincere appreciation are expressed to Ms. Lisa Offringa, J. F. Maxwell, and Mr.

Michael Thomas for their reading of the manuscript.



