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Study on closed system hatching funnel efficacy of yellow walking catfish
(Clarias macrocephalus, Gunther) eggs was conducted in the hatchery of Division of Fisheries,
Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Rajamangala University of Technology Tawan-ok,
during June 2009 to June 2011. The objectives of this study were to compare the hatching
efficacies among traditional hatching style, hatching screen within recirculation water system,
the prototype of McDonald hatching funnel with recirculating water system and the new

developed McDonald incubator at the difference of egg densities and water hardnesses.

The five experiments were designed to study the appropriated concentration of potassium
permanganate (KMnO,), to increased and compare hatching efficacies between prototype
McDonald hatching funnel and the hatching screen within recirculation water system, to study the
effect of egg density and water hardness on hatching rates, to increase the highest efficacy of the
prototype hatching apparatus and to develop new model McDonald hatching funnel in

recirculation water system.

There were found that the concentrations of potassium permanganate solution levels of
0 3 5 and 7 mg/liter gave the significant differences of average hatching rates, 49.85 70.08 84.09
and 80.07 percent, respectively (p < 0.01). At the density of 2,500 eggs/incubator, the significant
differences of hatching rates in prototype hatching funnel and on the hatching screen were
showed at 81.59 and 73.17 percent (p < 0.05) while at 5,000 eggs/incubator there were no
significant differences, 49.68 and 47.59 percent (p > 0.05). At water hardness of 120 160 and 80
mg/liter, the average hatching rates were differences, 84.12 58.22 and 45.43 percent (p < 0.01).
At the density of 2,500 5,000 7,500 and 10,000 eggs/liter, the average hatching rates were

significantly different, 76.99 61.74 53.16 and 57.13 percent (p < 0.01). At the hardness of 120



mg./liter, fluctuations of water quality parameters were occurred in narrow ranges but much more
wider at 80 mg/liter. The hatching rates in the prototype of McDonald incubator at the density of
5,000 7,500 and 10,000 eggs/liter were not different, 70.01 68.38 and 73.14 percent (p > 0.05).
The hatching efficacy in the prototype McDonald incubator at the density of 10,000 15,000 and
20,000 eggs/liter gave the different hatching rates of 84.67 64.92 and 53.12 percent, (p < 0.05).
The hatching rate at density of 10,000 eggs/liter was the highest, 90.68 percent while at 20,000
and 30,000 eggs/liter showed significantly lower, 40.95 and 43.68 percent (p < 0.05). From this
research, the knowledge and the new developed hatching funnel may apply to hatchery use for
lower the cost, reduce hatching space and water usage in hatching unit. The researchers can
develop more researches to increase the productivity of yellow walking catfish fry or other catfish
species that produce the same egg type. However, hatching large amount of fish eggs, the
researches on the efficiency of water filtration, physical and biological filter systems, the

appropriate size of the filter unit and types of filter material are needed.
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