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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the roles of village philosophers and
formal leaders, concerning with the objective reality construction about sufficiency
economy, including classical cultures, traditions, and ways of life in Akha Communities,
which conform to the concept of sufficiency economy. This qualitative research also
studies the communication process and subjective reality or sufficiency economy
construction of members in Akha communities by using an Ethnography approach,
immersing oneself in communities. Participant observation along with in-depth interview
and document research are also applied to this study. The result of this study can be
concluded as a ground theory, which consists of 5 important factors of the objective
reality construction about sufficiency economy, associating with the existing of social
stock of classical cultures, traditions, and ways of life and leading to their sufficiency
economy construction in Akha communities, as follows: (1) Community structures, roles
and duties (2) Personal characteristics (3) Sources of knowledge about sufficiency
economy (4) Intersubjective reality of people in communities and (5) Communication
process

In term of Community structure, roles and duties, this study found that Akha
communities have 2 types of leaders, Formal leaders who have the legal authorities and
Cultural leaders who were defined as Village philosophers, both old and young
generations. The roles and duties of Formal leaders associated with the social
institutions that are considered as sources of knowledge about sufficiency economy.
These formal leaders are, for instance, soldier divisions, public administration, local
administration, and mass media. They constructed the objective reality about sufficiency
economy via projects, activites, and news in communities, especially the
communication process via formal leaders who play role as coordinators. Whereas, the
role of village philosophers are to maintain and to pass on original stock of Akha cultural
knowledge that conform to the concept of sufficiency economy, including new social

stock of Akha cultural values. However, a factor that influences Akha members’



thoughts is personal characteristics of leaders such as the ability to communicate in Thai
and the ability to pass on knowledge to other members, acknowledgment, credibility,
and being a role model for community members.

In term of Intersubjective reality, the research found that formal leaders,
village philosophers, and Akha members share the same subjective reality of sufficiency
economy. They contextually define the term “sufficiency economy” as integrated
homegrown agriculture that helps save their money and increases their income. They
also define it as the new agricultural theory. This concept links to their original
knowledge source. Most of them believe that their original cultures, traditions, and ways
of life share the same concept of sufficiency economy. The last important factor that
passes on the objective reality constructions to community members is Communication
process. This study found that Formal leaders focus on announcement and news about
sufficiency economy projects and activities from various organizations while they lack of
the ability to encourage community members to create new projects or activities based
on their own existing cultures by themselves. On the contrary, the old generations of
village philosophers focus on Akha classical cultures, traditions, and ways of life in order
to communicate to their people. The young generations of village philosophers focus on
communication that helps build up their cultural values and networks. They use their
cultural concrete media that conform to sufficiency economy to communicate to their

people.

The suggested policy for communication process is to encourage every
Akha community to have the prototype of personal media and families in order to suit
their different limitations and social cost. In term of media, it is suggested to add more
content about 1.) applied sufficiency economy apart from agriculture 2.) advanced
sufficiency economy in community, organization, and nation 3.) knowledge and virtue,

which lead to the decision and sufficient activities.






