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203398
Village or community settlements in Northeast Thailand are mostly cluster of houses surrounded by farm lands.
However, preliminary surveys during 2006 indicated trend of villagers moving out of their homestead to settle
in their own farmlands within village land. One of the factors was density of households with in their
homestead area. This gave rise to two questions: Is household density is a real cause of the moving? And what
do they do for their living? Therefore this research objective were 1) to classify levels of household density in
the homestead areas of villages 2) to classify types and characteristics of the households that moved out of the
villages to stay in their farmlands 3) to compare their activities before and after moving out and with those that
do not move out 4) to identify factors influencing this phenomenon and 5) to compare degree intensity of

agricultural activities between those that move and do not move out.

Household density was calculated by using secondary data and available software program then compared with
the results from field surveys. Then primary data and information were collected from 473 villages in Khon
Kaen province with the following target groups; key informants for village context by individually semi-
structure interviewed, villagers who moved and did not move out for factors influencing their decision making
by group interviewed. Compact questionnaires were used to gain quantitative data supporting some the

interviewed data.

Calculation of household density from secondary data in Khon Kaen province indicated positive co-relation
(R=0.39) between household density and number of households moving out of village home stead to stay in
farmlands. High household density was over 3.0 per rai (6.25 rai=1 hectare) , medium density range from 3.0
to 1.9 per rai and low density was less than 1.9 per rai. Field surveys results mostly confirmed with the

calculation.

Most of the villages with households moving out have upland farmlands. Factors influencing their decision on

this micro-migration could be classified into external and internal factors. External factors included government



203398

policy on security and health, availability of communication and transportation technologies and socio-
economic changes. Internal factors included both at community such as household density, noisy and household

level such as land suitable, free of family support.

Most of the villagers who moved out practiced integrated framing, including crops, livestock and fish raising,
through setting land use planning, securing water resource for year round uses and fencing. Their houses were
built more permanently with the convenience of toilet, bedroom, electrical appliances, etc. However, socially,
they still keep in touch with their relatives and people in their villages but less frequent. There farming intensity
increased with better soil management as compared to those who did not move out and the main purpose of
farming was for home consumption. Moving out allowed the villagers to have more time to look after their
farm thus increased farming intensity, at the same time production for home consumption made them practiced

more careful food safety production.

This micro-migration is rather recent phenomenon, if the trend increased, may be due to the combination of
factors such as household density increase, social and technology changes there may be an opportunity to
extend integrated farming which is a base for self-reliance and sustainable agriculture for small holders in this

region
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