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Abstract

This study, “People’s Right and Freedom of Assembly,” aimed to investigate the right and freedom of
assembly of the Thai people in particular because the people’s assemblies in the past six to seven years caused confusion
and misunderstanding to the general public. Besides, those assemblies violated laws and caused a great deal of trouble to
the people. This study focused on the exercise of the right and freedom of assembly in public places, related laws on
assemblies, and freedom of assembly in Thailand and in other countries. The obtained information was analyzed to find
effective ways for drafting a bill on controlling any unlawful public assembly in Thailand.

The study was done through collecting of relevant information from several theses, research works,
articles, and principles of law, which was analyzed based on the hypothesis of the study and then new knowledge
obtained was summed up as the result of the study.

It can be concluded that the right and freedom of assembly of the people in Thailand has been stated in
every constitution of Thailand. According to the most recent constitution, Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2550 (2007), quoted Article 63 says, “A person shall enjoy the liberty to assemble peacefully and without arms. The
restriction on such liberty under paragraph one shall not be imposed, except by virtue of the provision of law in the case
of public assembling and for securing public convenience in the use of public places or for maintaining public order
during the time when the country is in a state of war, or when a state of emergency or martial law is declared.” It is
obvious that the constitution drafting committee intended to provide people with the right and freedom to assemble
peacefully without causing any difficulty to the public. However, in reality, people’s gatherings in public places caused
a lot of trouble to other people and violated laws, for example, by blocking major roads, obstructing key state offices
and setting some leading shopping malls on fire.

It is clearly seen that without a specific law to deal with public rallies of any kind, a lot of problems
occurred when controlling people’s gatherings in public places. In fact, problems took place when concerned officers
used different laws to deal with the protestors. When a draft bill on public assembly was proposed to the Parliament for
consideration, it was delayed by several comments and disapproval. Consequently, people exercised their right and
freedom of assembly by interpreting the intention of the law to suit their interests. This resulted in violating laws and
causing difficulty to other people. Worse than that, powerful authorities supported those violations if the assembly was
for their own benefits; but if not so, they tried in every effort to bar that public assembly. As a result, some assembly
cases have been sued in a law court. Thai people are eventually confused about how to exercise their constitutional right

and freedom of assembly when they want to assemble in public places for some reasons.

Keywords : Rights and freedoms. Political gatherings, public law and peaceful assembly.
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