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This research was aimed at investigating level of people’s participation in
current forest management under subsidized rural timber allotment (SRTA) policy.
It was also assessed on their willingness to participate in community forests for

sustainable forest management in Bhutan.

Sample for the study consisted of 248 households at Dekiling geog (block)
under Sarpang Dzongkhag (district). Qualitative data was collected from focus group
and key stakeholder’s meetings. It was analyzed using PRA tools, SWOT analysis,
problem-tree and force-field analysis. Quantitative data was collected through
structured questionnaires and analyzed with Statistical Program for Social Science.

Around 87 percent of the respondents revealed no participation in forest
management under SRTA policy. Statistical test as well as the perceptions of different
categories of people also confirmed lack of people’s participation in local forest
management. On the other hand, 89 percent of the households felt the current local
forests cannot be sustainable at all. Thus, present level of people’s participation could
be a threat for sustainable forest management. The attitude of people on sustainability
of forests (x* = 14.514, p < 0.024) indicated uncertainty in future rural timber supply.
However, about 88% of the total households responded positively for future
participation in local forest management. There is a possibility of transforming current

“resource users” into “resource managers”.
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