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Abstract

TE 159443

The main objective of this research was to study the factors affecting self-
reliance of the farmer community which is composed of saving grour members at
Hoirang Sub-district , Muang District , Trat Province. Document study, observation, in-
depth and structured interviews were used in this research. 139 farmer families, served
as respondents by multi-stage sampling. The empirical results showed that the farmer
community had a high level of self-reliance . The important factors affecting self-reliance
were social and cultural , natural resources and environmental factors, technological
factors as well as economic factors. In terms of social and cultural factors for creating
the strength of the saving group process were 1) positive attitude towards the
administrative committee especially, regarding their honesty anq unity  2) positive
attitude towards the leader especially, being faithful to and proud of Pra Subin as well
as belief in the recommendations of Pra Subin who is the leader of the Trat saving
group ( Susjasasomsup Group ) as a whole. 3) participation of group members
especially, stock sending continuously and returning of money loaned under group
rule 4) value of expenditure and relationship with the community especially, no lending
for luxurious payments as well as contributions to advise and wam those who did
something illegal.

Natural resources and environmental factors were found to be significant
physical factors, particularly,  sufficiency of water for agncultural and daily
consumption. The other was appropriate $0il series. In terms of biological factors, there
were indicadious that biodiversity in the community was prominent. In the case of
technological factors, it was shown that the community ability of indigenous knowledge
application was the most important. The others were ability in technological
development and leaming network, respectively. The results revealed that economic
factors in terms of family income was not prominent. Only 10.80 % of respondents had
an income of over 100,000 baht/year. However, they opined that they had the ability to
balance their income. Most of them were land owners, having some savings but not
luxuries, no lending for luxurious payments and having some supplemetary factors for
eaming (eg.biodiversity). This could cause decrement of expenses. Thus the community

had ability for self-reliance by self-sufficient economy.



