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This research aims to improve a pronunciation package for English fricatives
that have been one of the pronunciation’s problems among Thai learners by means
of phonetic training. There are 6 fricative sounds that cause difficulty to pronounce;
they are, /v/ /0/ /0/ /z/ /§/ and /3/. The researcher used a trial package with 20 college
students from Elementary Education Program, majoring English, the Faculty of
Education, Suan Dusit Rajabhat University. The researcher examined their knowledge
about English fricatives and pronunciation with a pre-test, tests during the 4-week
training and a post-test. The post-test’s score is 818 (X = 40.9, S.D. = 3.18) while the
pre-test’s is 784 (X = 39.2, S.D. = 2.98). The higher score can show that the target
learners can perceive and discriminate the fricative sounds as well as improve their
skills obviously. The researcher applied Efficiency Evaluation (E1/E2) to evaluate the
quality of the process and the package and compared the pre-test and the post-test
results so that quantitative measurements of learners’ performance improved visibly
and reliably. The formula was set at the score of 80/80. The Efficiency Evaluation
(E1/E2) is 72.6/81.8, which was not relevant to the hypothesis. The researcher will go
on improving the package to be more efficient. In addition, a questionnaire was
created for the target learners’ attitudes and satisfaction with the package, training
and instructor. The finding shows that the target learners was satisfied with the
package, training and instructor due to the rating scale’s mean evaluated (X = 4.1,
S.D. = 0.62).
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