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THANYA SAIMEE : FOOLOO: MUSICAL INSTRUMENT OF THE LISU HILL
TRIBE IN MAE CHAN DISTRICT OF CHIANG RAI PROVINCE. THESIS
ADVISOR : PORNPRAPIT PHOASAVADI ,Ph.D. ,154 pp.

This objectives of this research are to study historical backgrounds and social
contexts of Lisu hill tribe community in Pang Sa Village, Mae Chan District, Chiang Rai
Province, Fooloo techinques and its use, as well as to analyze Fooloo songs. The qualitative
methods were employed; the collection of information and conduct of interviews with Lisu
musicians and natives of Pang Sa Village, Mae Chan District, Chiang Rai Province, during
the months of October 2008 and March 2010.

From the research, it is known that Lisu residents of Pang Sa Village settled down at
the present site in 1961 under the direction of Mr. Lao Ai Bia Pha, because of its suitability
for agriculture. Through the course of time, there has been a constant influx of other Lisu hill
tribesmen to Pang Sa Village.

Fooloo is a musical instrument of Lisu hill tribe. Its history and origin is unknown.
Lisu hill tribesmen play it for entertainment, such as to accompany the New Year Day dance.
Only men can play it. At present, there are only Fooloo musicians but there is no Fooloo
maker in Pang Sa Village. The most popular Fooloo played among Lisu is called Pali Fooloo.
This high-pitched Fooloo is also the easiest one to play. Fooloo is consisted of a sound box
and sound tubes which is made of a type of round-shaped bamboo found in the north and
northeastern part of and Thailand. There are five Fooloo sound tubes and each one is called
Ipa, Ima, Isasa, Ilima and Ilili respecfively. The analysis show.s that there are five Fooloo
songs in Pang Sa Village. Each of them is rhythmic in nature because Fooloo is primarily
used to accompany the dance. Each song is normally played in repetition to increase the

musical length. The prevalent music pattern is zigzagging and intervalg used are the 1st, 2nd,

3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th.
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