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Sudaporn Chatpiyanont 2014: A Study of Speech Acts and Language Transfer of Thai
Secondary School Students. Master of Arts (Applied Linguistics), Major Field: Applied
Linguistics, Department of Linguistics. Thesis Advisor: Ms. Umaporn Sangaman, Ph.D.

148 pages.

The purposes of this research were to study types of speech act choices of students; to
compare speech act choices with their frequency used between males and females; and to study

language transfer used in students’ speech acts.

The data used in this study was collected from the result of the discourse completion test
(DCT) from 100 secondary school males and 100 secondary school females using simple random
sampling. The data was grouped according to Parker and Riley (2004)’s types of speech acts

and their language transfer was also analyzed in the aspects of pragmatic transfer.

The study revealed that only eight out of 16 Parker and Riley (2004)’s types of speech
acts were found in this study. Seven of 8 types of speech acts were used by both males and females.
Only one type of speech acts was used in male students only. Pragmatic transfer was also found
in this study. There are transfer of loan words, transfer of collocations, and transfer of cultural
word used which made the students’ choices of speech acts differ from the preferable choices

of native speakers.

Since the order of the male and female students’ types of speech acts were the same in
every type of speech acts except apologizing speech act, the sexual factor has no influence on
the students’ choices of speech acts in overall aspect but in details, it does. In addition, the result on

pragmatic transfer also supported that native language has influence on the use of a second language.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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(43) Doraemon is a Japanese cartoon. It is a fat cat

from the future. It is robot. Its color is blue. (W18)

(44) On my birthday, I always go to the temple. (¥24)
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(45) Beauty I’m asking you to return the book for me. (w4)
(46) Mikkey! Can I ask for your help to raise a table, please? (w19)
(47)  Excuse me. I want to ask for your permission to go outside

the school. I have to buy something there. Please, teacher. (W25)
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(48) My teacher. Give me less homework, please. (¥7)
(49) Ineed your help Micky. Please move the table with me. (W19)
(50) Please pick up my pen and give it to me. (¥27)
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(51) Beauty, Can you take my books to the library, please? (¥4)
(52) King! Can you give me that pen? (¥7)
(53) Please Micky. I want you to help me to lift the table together. (w19)
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(54) May I have a little homework, please? (W7)
(55) CanIborrow your book? (¥11)
(56) Excuse me. I want to go outside the school, please. (W25)
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(60) Don’t worry dude. I know how you feel.

I promise I will keep this story secret. (w3)
(61) I promise I will do my homework by myself. (w15)
(62) I promise I will give it to you tomorrow. (¥26)
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(63) I’ll teach you tomorrow for sure. (¥10)
(64) I will keep it as my own secret. (120)
(65) Iwill try my best to be here earlier. (23)
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(66) Don’t worry. This story is our secret. (¥3)
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(75)  Oh! Sorry I forget to buy you your green tea! (w14)
(76)  Boy, I’m so sorry that you get hurt! I’m not good at volleyball. (W22)
(77) 1am really sorry that I lost your book!

I will buy a new book to give to you. (30)
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(78) Oh! I’m so sorry! (W2)
(79) I'mlate. I am sorry! (w16)
(80) I’m sorry! Are you okay? (¥22)
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(81) Cherry, I’m sorry to keep you wait. (W16)
(82) I’m sorry that I forget to buy it for you. (¥14)
(83) I’m sorry to lose your book. But I promise to buy you a new one. (¥30)
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(84) Kru Somsak, I’m sorry. Are you okay? (W9)
(85) Tam sorry. I’m just don’t see you. (¥2)
(86) I’m sorry. I won’t be late again. (¥16)
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(91) What is the song you will sing in music contest? (w13)
(92) What day is the last day for social report? (¥17)
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(94)  Please tell me what you will test us in final exam? (¥5)
(95) Can you tell me your song’s name? (¥13)
(96) My teacher, Ganlaya. I want to know the list that

should have in my back pack for use in the camp. (W21)
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(97) I want to know the detail of my homework yesterday. (W6)
(98) Vit! I want to know deadline of social studies work. (W17)
(99) Please do for our school. We really need

a volleyball player for the next match. (%29)
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(101)  Could you bring a book to the library? (w4)
(102)  Excuse me. Can you send a book to the library? (¥4)
(103) Bew. You’re generous. Today I am busy.

Can you give book to libery please? (¥4)
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(104)  Can you help me pick up the table? (¥19)
(105)  Can you help me to lift this table? (w19)
(106)  Can you help me to raise a table, please? (w19)
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(107)  Can you help me collect my pen, please? (¥27)
(108)  Excuse me. Can you keep my pen, please? (¥27)

(109)  Kings, my pen falls under your desk. Can you help me keep it please?  (220)
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(110)  Teacher, Can you order homework lower? (¥7)
(111)  You should close TV when you don’t watch it. (¥8)
(112) T always go to see the new movie with my family. (w24)
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