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Objective: To compare diagnostic yields of three different volumes of pleural fluid for

diagnosis of malignant pleural effusion by cytopatholgy

Material and methods: A descriptive study was conducted in patients with lymphocytic
exudative pleural effusion from December 2007 to December 2008. Diagnosis of malignant
pleural effusion is made by pleural fluid cytopathology or pleural tissue biopsy positive for
malignant cells. Patients with diagnosis of TB pleuritis served as a control group. Pleural
fluids were divided into three different volumes of 10, 50, and 100 ml. to compare each

volumes by cytopathology

Results: 60 patients and 17 controls were enrolled. In malignant effusion group ,overall
yield positive cythopathology was 46.67% compared to 39.29% for pleural tissue biopsy and
of specimens of 10, 50, and 100 mi showed cytopathology positive results 64.23 ,67.86 and
82.14%, respectively but no statistical significance. All TB pleuritis controlled samples

reveals negative results in all volumes used for cytopathology.





