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This thesis aims at studying how /nao of King Rama II is composed from the
Panji cycle to be a masterpiece of Thai court drama literature.

From the comparative study of Inao with thirty-three Panji stories, the study
reveals that Inao preserves three major characteristics of the Panji stories. First, Inao
maintains the plot of the Panji stories which consists of nine main incidents and the
content of a heroic tale. Second, /nao preserves the ideal characteristics and the heroic
roles of the hero and the heroine of the Panji stories. Third, /nao presents Javanese
and Melayu culture as existing in the Panyji stories. These characteristics of the Panji
stories as represented in /nao are well combined with Thai literary tradition, Thai
court drama tradition, and Thai culture, reflecting the poet’s ability in choosing and
adopting the suitable elements of the Panji stories to compose a Thai literary text. It is
also found in the study that the poet colourises and increases the charm of the story by
adding certain aspects of Thai, Javanese, and Melayu culture, as well as adapting
some characters of the story to be more lively.

The poet composes /nao to be a Thai court drama literature by using both Thai
literary tradition and Thai court drama tradition. As a result, the story is a masterpiece
of Thai court drama literature that is excellent in reading and in performing at the
same time. As a Thai literary text, /nao is outstanding for its exquisite language in
expressing strong emotions through various descriptions, in arousing imagination
through imagery and the words which give details of movement, in describing
characters to be lively, as well as in harmonizing Thai, Javanese and Melayu cultures.
As a Thai court drama, /nao can be used to beautifully sing and dance at the same
time, and it is therefore acclaimed to be the performance that is suitable to reveal the
high skill of dancing. Also, as a Thai court drama literature, /nao contains features
which are prominent from other Panji stories by emphasizing the romantic elements
and the strong emotions of the hero rather than highlighting the battles as in the Panji
stories. The various artful descriptions that clearly evoke imagination as well as the
creative combination of Thai, Javenese, and Melayu culture are also definitely the
factors that make /nao to be unique from the Panji stories. Inao, therefore, evidences
the ability and the wisdom of the poet in transforming the foreign tales into a
masterpiece of Thai court drama literature.





