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Abstract

172501

To accomplish a simple and precise methodology for identification of molting stages
in blue swimming crabs (Portunus pelagicus), color and a translucent zone between the old
and the new cuticle (degree of separation) of the outer edge of dactylopodite of both female
and male crabs were monitored under a magnifier. Furthermore, changes in abdomen color of
fernale crabs and the appearances of inner line abdomen of male crabs were investigated.
For our commercial soft-shell crab farm, wild crabs were classified in three groups based on
their external carapace width (8.1-3.0 cm, 9.1-10.0 cm and 10.1-11.0 cm) prior to be raised in
cement and earthen ponds. According to their molting stages, crabs were fed with fresh
yellow tail fish at feed ratio of 10-20% based on their body weight. However, no feeding when
crabs were at their D3-D4 molting stages.

it was found that the molting stage of blue swimming crab was precisely identified via
monitoring color, degree of translucent zone of dactylopodite, the proportional of color steaks
in abdomen female crabs and the appearances of inner line in abdomen of male crabs. At A
stage, deep purplish red line was recognized in all crabs. While crabs at B stage, the
proportional color of abdomen was 69% deep purplish red line, 28% pink line and 3% green
lines. The higher proportional of pink to green was found on crabs at C1-C3 stages. However,
red line was particularly occurred only at C3 stage. The proportion of red color in abdomen
increased from 59% to 90% and the translucent zone became larger from D1 to D3 stage. The
translucent zone did not appear during A-C3 stages. The coloration of abdomen in female
crabs also changed throughout the molt cycle. At A stage of female crabs, abdomen color
was black while gray or brown was found in abdomen of female crab during B-C1 stages. At
C2 stage, the proportion of white color became higher while brown color was dominant at C3
stage. The ratio of black color from D1 stage to D3 stage was obviously increased and
recognized in all crabs at their pre-molt stages. For male abdomen, the inner line occurred
during D2-D3 stages and it was obvious line at D4 stage. It was not found during A-D1 stages.

Size increment after molt and molting period was significantly governed by the initial
size of crabs (P<0.05). Molting period of larger crab was significantly longer than that of the
smaller one (P<0.05). Nonetheless, the percentage of size increment of smaller crab was
significantly higher than that of the larger one (P<0.05). When considering of payback period,
net profit and rent, it was concluded that initial investment and variable cost of cement pond,
which survival rate at 70%, was higher than those of the earthen pond at 40% and 100%,
respectively. The small crab (8-9 cm CW) is the best chance for soft-shell crab production for
both cement and earthen ponds because the net profit was equal or a little higher than those
of the larger one while the investment was lower. The net profit of soft-shell crab production for

both methods will be feasible when survival rate is higher than 50%.



