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The objectives of this research are to examine the charactcr-huilding in Martin
Scorsese’s films, to analyze the portrayal of masculinity in the characterization of main
characters in Martin Scorsese’s films as well as to assess the relationship between the social
context and the main characters in Martin Scorsese’s films. This is basically a qualitative
research which consists of content analysis of 14 films directed by Martin Scorsese.

The findings of the research are as follows. The films of Martin Scorsese deals with
men in relation to guilt, salvation, revenge and violence. The main characters are found to be
lonely individuals, isolated from society and aggressive by their very nature. They want to
divest themselves from their sin and are in quest for the so-called “American Dream” in order
to escape from their current environment. Most of them tend to solve the internal conflicts by
using external force.

The main characters in these films reflect the power and powerlessness of the male
which can be regarded as “ masculinity in crisis ”. The films portray the external image of the
male which emphasizes the “ macho ” .type of character whose physical strength conforms
with the value of the patriarchal society. By contrast, the internal image turns out to be the
“ ambivalence ” between individualism and social structure, related mainly to religion and
subculture in New York and presented in terms of closed world in order to portray the
distorted mental state of the characters which can, in turn, be related to the distortion of the
American society. They also reflect the “ masochistic ” male who accepts both the physical

and mental pain in order to achieve their goals which can be regarded as * self destructive ™.





