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This thesis aims to study gay discourses in Thai contemporary theatre from 1985 to 2008 by
“means of a textual analysis of four selected plays; Chan Phu Chai Na Ya (1985), This Is My Life,
1 Love You (1999), Kaen Siew Priew Sa Poek Rao Kla Han (2002) and Ti Rak Kong Gan (2608).

The research found out that gay discourses in the selected play are communicated through
eight theatrical elements i.e. genre and style of presentation, theme, plot, character, language,
costume, space, and sound together with music. These discourses constantly changed in
accordance with the social context where an individual play was produced,. They can be explained
in terms of the characters’; gender, sexuality, social space, and attitude toward love and marriage.

In the play written in1985, gay characters are strictly gay-male in terms of gender, but with
diverse and changeable sexualities. Due to familial and social pressure, the characters usually hic2
their identity from the public and create a private space where they can be themselves. Often, they
have unsﬁccessful romantic relationships. Gay characters of the plays written from 2002 onward,
however, are more diverse in gender and are more open about their identity. They have more space
in the society, and it is also possible for them to have a successful relationship.

A discourse that all the selected plays try to communicate is that gay men are human
beings. \Each person is an individual with specific preferences in life, who wants love, sincerity and

understanding from their family, lover, friends and the society like other heterosexual beings.





