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Objective: To classify words in Thai by syntactic criteria: distribution and co-occurrence

Methods: 1) creating a corpus of approximately two million words in Thai based on texts of
various genres; 2) sorting out certain words with contexts by using Word Concordance and
Microsoft Excel Programs; 3) Analyzing the distribution of words; 4) Determining and
defining main parts of speech in Thai.

Results: Words in Thai are classified into 8 categories: 1) Noun (e.g. /khon/ 'person’, /baan/
'house', /thadn/ 'you') ; 2) Verb (c.g. /kin/ 'eat!, /dii/ 'good'), 3) Determiner (e.g. /nii/ ‘this',
/ndn/ ‘that'); 4) Quantifier (c.g. /nin /'one', /s3o1 /'two'); 5) Preposition (e.g. /phia/ 'for',
/nay/ 'in', /dday/ 'with', /dooy/'by"); 6) Adverb (e.g./cd/ 'will', /mdy/ 'not'), 7) Conjunction
(e.g., 1€/ 'and'’, /Iew/ 'then') ; 8) Particle (e.g. /klia/ 'female polite particle', /khrdp/ ‘male
polite particle', /may/ 'question particle’).

Conclusion: Word classification in this study differs from that in previous studies in several
aspects: the class of nouns includes pronouns; there is no adjective class; prepositions are
normally constituents of nouns but can also be followed by a verb and a clause; particles are
words that play an important role in discourse. A universal process is also found in this
study; namely, grammaticalization--content words are changing into function words.

Selected References:

Anward, Jan, Edith Moravcsik, and Leon Stassen. 1997. Parts of Speech: A Challenge for
Typology. Linguistic Typology, 1-2 (1997): 167-184.

Bhat, D.N.S. 1994, The Adjectival Category. Criteria for Differentiation and Identification.

 Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company.

Croft, William. 1990. Typology and Universals. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Dixon, RM.W. 1982. Where Have All the Adjectives Gone? And Other Essays in Semantics
and Syntax. Berlin: Mouton.

Halliday, M.A K. 1994. An Introduction to Functional Grammar. London: Edward Amold.

Panupong, Vichin, 1989. The Structure of Thai: Grammatical System (written in Thai).
Bangkok: Ramkhamhaeng University Press.

Savetamalaya, Saranya. 1989. Thai Nouns and Noun Phrases: A Lexicase Analysis. Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Hawaii.

Starosta, Stanley. 1994. The Identification of Word Classes in Thai. To be published in
Essays in Thai Linguistics, edited by M.R. Kalaya Tingsabadh and Arthur Abramson.
Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Press.

Warotamasikkhadit, Udom. 1996. Thai Reference Grammar (written in Thai). Bangkok:
Roongphim chuanphim.





