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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) analyze the culture embedded in reading
texts of English coursebooks used in lower secondary level in Chumphon educational
administration area, 2) prioritize the culture embedded in the reading texts of English coursebooks
used in lower secondary level, and 3) determine appropriate guideline for learning the culture
found in the reading texts of English coursebooks. The most popular two series, 6 copies of
English coursebooks, were selected for qualitative analysis based on the 5 groups of 45 cultural
items framework. Statistics employed for data analysis was frequency and percentage.

The analysis revealed the following results:

1. The culture embedded in reading texts of English coursebooks used in lower
secondary level consisted of 3 aspects. First, most of text were descriptive. Second most of the
content was the personal characteristic explanation. And third, the culture found in the texts was
different from Thai culture.

2. The priority of culture embedded in the reading texts of the English coursebooks
comprised of 6 topics, ranking from higher ones were the topic about personal attitude and
identity, animals and their characteristic explanation, places and worldwide tourist attractions and
famous places, plants and their origins, food and health in United States of America, and festivals
and entertainment around the world respectively.

3. The guidelines of instruction for teachers consisted of teaching descriptive texts,
teaching reading by comparing cultural differences and by relating the students’ experience with
topics about people’s daily life, food, residence, and health respectively.

The research findings indicated that reading teachers should provide sufficient
cultural knowledge concerning the reading texts in order to build background for reading

comprehension, especially the cultural differences of English native and Thai cultures.
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