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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to develop a model for administration of student
dental health promotion work in basic education schools.

The process of this research comprised two phases. The First Phase was the
development of the model for administration of student dental health promotion work. This
phase consisted of three stages. The first stage was the drafting of the model for
administration of student dental health promotion work based on information obtained from
documents/related research studies and interviews of five experts on education and public
health. Data were analyzed with content analysis. The second stage was the development of
the model for administration of student dental health promotion work as a result of
interviewing 53 experts. The employed research instruments were the drafting of the model
for the administration of student dental health promotion work and an interview form. Data
were also analyzed with content analysis. The third stage was the quality verification of the
developed model based on field observation results and information collected from 72 basic
education schools in Thailand, classified into 36 schools with best practice in student dental
health promotion administration and 36 basic education schools with ordinary practice in the
counterpart administration. Informants from the schools totaling 726 school personnel
consisted of 72 school principals, 72 health care teachers and 582 classroom teachers. The
data collecting instrument was a questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed using the
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and confirmatory factor analysis. The
Second Phase was the quality evaluation of the developed model. Data were analyzed using
content analysis from focus group discussion involving fifteen experts.

Research findings were as follows: 1) The overall administration of student
dental health promotion work in the best practice schools was rated to be at the high level;
while that of the general schools was rated to be at the moderate level. 2) The comparison of
student dental health promotion administration works in the best practice and in general
schools revealed that the administration of the work in the best practice schools was practiced
at the significantly higher level than the counterpart work in the general schools at the .01
level. 3) The developed model for administration of student dental health promotion work in
basic education schools consisted of five components, namely, (1) policy formation and
administration, (2) creation of school environment conducive to dental health promotion, (3)
provision of knowledge on dental health education, (4) provision of services for dental health
promotion, and (5) creation of relationships among the school, parents, and the community. It
was found that the model was fitted with empirical data (AGFI = 0.94; RMSEA=.027). 4) As
for results of quality evaluation of the developed model, subjects in the research sample had
opinions that the developed model was correct, appropriate, useful, and feasible at the high
level
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