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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study on the phenomenon of magical
beliefs in Thai Buddhist youths and to compare them with magical beliefs in Thai
Buddhist youths who were Science and Arts students of an international college and
the attitudes on magic which appear in Buddhism. The case study samples were
selected from the students of Mahidol University International College who study in
the Bachelor’s degree of Arts and Science Programs, 169 and 121 respectively. The
questionnaires were divided into 2 parts, personal data and magical beliefs. Statistical
analysis was performed by percentage, means, standard deviation and t-test.

The results from five items regarding magical beliefs showed that students
studying in bachelor of Arts degree program believed in magic more than the
students studying in the Science Program with a significance, level of 0.05.

Considering each item, it was found that the Arts and Science Program
students had similar magical beliefs in general; such as the sprinkled holy water belief
and the guardian spirit belief. However, amulet belief and tattoo belief were different
at the significance level of 0.05.

As a result of this study, it can be concluded that Thai Buddhist youths should
be supported and guided in order to understand the Buddhist teaching on the way of
life. The belief in magic may be used as a basic tool to teach and practice Dharma

in order to make people fearful based on the spiritual and religious dimension.
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